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Of that Servant of God, 


ohn Story, Revived, 


Shewing, 


What manner of Man he was from his Youth to his Grave, 
by theTeſtimonies of ſeveral Friends,to whom he was well 
known, and by whom-( for his Work fake in the Truth ) 
he was greatly Beloved. | | 

{| To which is adjoyned ſomething written by him, &s, in his latter 
years, wherein his Judgemen: 1s ſhewn concerning ſome particu- 
lar things ; and his great deſires for Love, Unity, Concord and” 
Peace in the Church of Chriſt. 


— 


rad 


A Tree is not ſo well known by Reports as by its Fruits, 


Having a good Conſcience, that whereas they ſpeak, evil of you, as of 
* evil-doers, they may be aſhamed , that falſly accuſe your good Con- 
| verſation inChriſt, 1 Pet. 3. 15. 
The Righteous ſhall be in everlaſting Remembrance, yea his Righteouſneſs 
endureth for ever : The wicked ſhall ſee it,and be grievedyhe ſhall gnaſh 
with his teeth and melt away : Tie deſire of the wicked, ſhall periſh, 


Pſal. 112. 
I am « Man of Peace, but when I ſpeak; they are for War, PC. 120, 7. 


— —— —___ 


' L-2ndon, Printed by John Gain, Living in the Uppzr -0r-Fields, 
near the Flying-Horſe, M, DC. LXXXUL 
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:To the Reader. 


Lthongh nothing can now be added to,or diminiſhed from theEter- 
nal Happineſs of our Deceaſed Friend, John Story, yet ſince 
his Departure out of this World; it came tato the Hearts of 

ome to Write ſomething concerning him : and knoving that 4 
thing of this nature, hath ot only been expected, but long ſince earneſtly de- 
fired by many honeſt Friends in Divers parts of ths Nation: It is now for 
their ſakes, and others to whom it may be ſerviceable, made Publick. Thou 
haſt here a Relation of the Life ani Death of that Faithfl Servant of the 
Lord, in the following Teſtimonys of ſeu:ral Friends, to whom he was very 
well knows ; and being now at Reſt from all his Labours, is bleſſed with 
them which dye in the Lord, thus its witn'ſſed of him ; about whom many 
aid concern themſelves, ſome for the better, and others for the worſe ; like 
to thoſe, who in the dazes of our Lord Chriſt, when ſome ſ4:d of hin he is 2 
good Man, others ſail nay, but he deceiveth the People and hath a Devil. 
And this miny did through ianorance, cond:mn the juſt one. And when 
we conſider what gainſaying, reproaches and contradittions our dear Friend 
J.S. met with inhis Pilarimage, and the Patience God indued him with- 
all, and what Charitable conſtruitions he would make of Injuries offered to 
him, 8C. it may truly be ſaid, He was a Man of Peace : ana he hadthis 
{aying often with him (viz.) That the long-ſuffering of the Saints 
would have an end; Exhorting Friends to patience in well-doing. We for- 
bear (25 yet) to write what mny could ſay more particularly concerning hing; 
Recommending what here follows to thy ſerious and impartial oerafel ae 
firing that prejudice may not blind the eye of thy underſtauding, and hinder 
chee from reaping that benefit intended. 


NF 


A Brief Relation concerning the Life and Death 
of fohn Story, 5y John Wilkinſon. 


OHN STORY, dcſcenced of Chrifti2z Parents in Weſtmorland, and 
they lived honeſtly, ( having Land, Goocs and Trade ) in good re- 
pute amonglt their Neighbours ; and he was well Educated in his 
You'h, and through his diligence grew able in pronunciation of the 

| Enzl:ſh Tongue. He was never ſeen inclinable to any evil Vice, but 
againſt all ſuch things from his Yeath ; neither could he endure any crooked 
ways, or croſſneſs in a Family, but ſhewed1 his diſlike thereof, and the Gift of 
God in him did ſo prevail, that in his Childhood he had a wonderful ſenſe of 
the Wo and Wrath that would come vpon the Wicked, and an opening of 
Toy and Peace to the Rigtiteous. 

In his Youth I know none in theſe Parts to excced him in Godlincſs, for the 
Fear of God had the chief Room in his Heart, and he had a great regard to 
keep his Commands z and a wonderful Knowledge God gave unto him, conſi- 
dering his Day and Age; ſtill ſeeking more and more the Knowledge of God, 
and the way of his Kingdom ; his Life anſwered lis inward Knowledge, and 
at the age of ten Years he could not joyn with any in wanton Sports,. Games 
and Plays, which made many to wonder : notwithſtanding that, the inward 
Knowledge which God gave unto him, did ſo prevail with him, that not on- 
ly the vanity of ſuch things, was diſcovered to him, but he was alfo begotten 
of God into an abhorrence thereof; judging it a miſpent and loſt time : and 
when he was grown to twelve years of Age. his great enquiry was, where to 
find a Pjace and People that ſought the Lord; for the Ward of God in his 
Heart did powerfully quicken bts Soul to Life. 

And Breathing, and Praying in private and publick ; and when he found a 
People ſeeking the Lord, it was great Joy to his Soul, and he was ready prepa- 
red to joyn with ſuch as had Openings by the inviſible __ of God, namely, 
fuch as Gervis Benſon, Francis Howgil, Edward Burrough, fohn Audland, Ri- 
ehard Hubberthorn, &c. and many more in Weſtmorland prepared of God for 
the Service of Truth, in, and unto wiom God, in the Fulneſs of Time, reveal- 
ed his Son, and by his Spirit anointed them Miniſters of the Everlaſting Goſs 
pel, to Preach the Glad-tydings of Salvation, with many more in ſund 
- Parts of this-Nation (an unutterable Bleſling to a People and Kingdom ) 
2mong whom Fehr Srory alſo was Anointed to Preach the Goſpel, —_— 


fore his Call forth into other cunts he was brought up in the Knowledge 
of Husbandry, and was skilful in that Work, and alſo laborious and careful, 
and joyned himſelf with Femilics that feared God, and ſought him with all 
their Hearts ; he had in his.young Years fuch a Gifc of Prayer, which the 
Seckers after God had a great Love unto ; an4 his chick Delight was 1n ſuch 
Company : he Huogred and Thirſted after Rightcouſnets ( a State bleſſed of 
God ) who filled him with many Vertues, and made him, even in his Youth, 
an Inſtrument of much Good, by his holy Converſation and good Example 
and God gave him the Knowledge of many weighty and glorious Things of 
his Kingdom ; and he had a holy Zeal to preſs all unto Righteouſneſs z and 
Preached in Publick Aſſtmblies in Weſtmoreland, and Places adjoyning about 
the Age of fourteen Years, and depended on the Gift of God for his Openings 
and Doctrine, being of a loving Carriage to all People, beyond many that, 
now profeſs more Knowledge, and boaſt of high Things in thele latter Days © 
he ſaw with the Opcnings of God in that Day, That all Made Forms Men 
placed Religion in, were not only empty and dry, without Vertue and Life, but alſo 
a Snare, and of evil Fffe&: and could not joynto any ſuch ; but to exerciſe and 
practiſe according to inward Knowledge given of God ; ſaying, That leads 
juſtly in a holy manner of Life : but Embarking into made Forms, and placins 
Religion in them, expeiting Bleſſings from them ;, made it juſs with God to ſhut up 
Heavee, to hide his Glory, and keep nid the Things of his Kingdom : But depend= 
in7 upon God, fits People, and prepares for his Service, and gives the true Know: 
ledge of what he requires to Praitice, His Saying hath been, That even ro him 
tn that Eſtate was the Son of God Revealed,the Great and Wonderful Power of ths 
Almighty, the Everlafing Day of Life, the Higheſt Power, the Commander and 
Giver of hu Word, he that appeared in the Clouds of Heaven, opening glorious: 
Things, hath Revealed himſelf in Power and Treat Glory, 

Trough he was a Man, in his Life, that would not willingly mifs the great= 
eſt Attainments in Truth, yet he was not aſhamed of being ſilent, when in the-_ 
Preſence of an Allembly ; for the Day was, wherein he ſaw the King, the 
Lerd of Hoſts, whoſe Majeſty made him aftoniſhed, at whoſe Preſence and 
Sight he was ſtruck filen: for the ſpace of a whole Year, bccauſe he then ſaw 
that the Openings of God was Preached by him, judging his inward Eſtate 
and Knowledge far ſhort of the wonderful Knowledge and excellent Glory, 
when he appeared in Fulneſs : and ſo he waited in filence many a Meeting, 
and thought himſelf unfir to Preach his Excellency and Greatneſs, ſaffering 
Famine, and ſitting under the Sword ( which the Word, by which all Things 
were made, is compared unto) in a ſenſe of the true Croſs and right Humility 
that goes before true Honour, waiting for the Movings of the Almighty, and 
his Spirit to demonſtrate the Way of Life ; and ſaid, 7c was not Condenined 
of God infalling ſhort of anſwering the Knowledge ozyen unto him ;, but far ſhort 
tn declaring the greatneſs of his Power an4 Fullneſs, It is nit you that ſpeak, 
( uſing the words of Chriſt ) but the Spirit of my Father that [peaketh mm yous 

E135 
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This was the manner of his Life till God gave him the Word, and called him 
forth ; for he ſaid, 1f 1 had ſate in Silence all my Life, I durſt not go before God 
ſpake by hus Spirit im me. And truly Gods Power and Preſence was with him, 
and his Word and Motion plentifully given unto kim, and Wiſdom frotn 
above to divide the Word aright, and God made his way to proſper, that the 
People prepared of God with his inviſible Spirit, anſwered the Word as Face 
 anſwereth Face ina Glaſs, and many that had miſt their way to God, by ſeek- 
ing him without ; he turned to the Light and Appearance of Chriſt within ; 
and he was confirmed in the Word through the Power and Effet thereof, and 
Scaled to God in his Service, who gave him great Abiliry to fulfil his Miniſtry. 
He had but a very weak Body, and travelled on foot 1Vorth and South in this 
Nation about the ſpace of three years, I being his Companion, do well know 
it; and great Colds, after much heat in eerzrgs, empaired his Health, be- 
fides his Concern with many Oppoſers in the breaking forth of Truth, cauſ- 
ing many long and tedious Diſputes ; in which his Moderation in Gods Wiſ- 
dom greatly appeared, labouring in Truth to convince the Gainſayers : he 
had great Skill and Ability given of God, (Y:z.) ia Idiſputes, that his Bow 
ll abode in Stren;th, and tie Contenders for their Imaginations, and againſt 
the Truth, fell before him, he was ſo ſtrengthened with the Arm of the Aj- 
mighty God of Faceb, who honoured his Truth with him in the Sighc of many 
Aſſemblies, the Contenders ofcen confeſling to his Moderation and Meekneſs ; 
notwithſtandi:g, it he got hold of Deceic and falſe Affrmations ( from w1l- 
ful Oppoſers) he held ſuch very hard to the Point, not letting them £0 to 
another thing, unleſs they confeſt their Errour, but any Objett:9# or Dowbt 
through Ignorance was meekly in Truth reſolved, and he had no delight to 
diſpute with Oppoſers, or high Contenders, unleſs they themſelves were 
the Cauſe, neither to ſpread in Writing or Print, any Diſputes, though 
often deſired. | 

And at that time many longed to hear the Word of God, and cryed, Come 
and have a Meeting with 1s ©; and ſometimes went to help, but even as Paid 
to Macedinia, by Viſion and Revelation, to Preach the Goſpel to them, 
and viſiting over and over them to whom God ſent him to Prezch the Goſpel. 

He was faithful in Doing or in Suffering as required of the Almighty, wit- 
neſs his Sufferings in Salzjbury Goal, under Sentence of Premurnire, almoſt a 
whole year, but delivered at the Kings Coronation: for before Preſcriptions, 
Outward Orders and Forms among ſome Friends were ſo Impoſed, and carri- 
cd a ſtreſs of Religion, Jobz Story wes not judged a Flyer in Perſecution, 
but eitzemed honourable among the Brethren; and it is plain, that becauſe 
he could not receive ſome Preſcriptions of Men's, with all its Formalities, 
therefore was he Pracceded againſt ( by ſom?) as one of a wrong Spirit, 
and out of the Unity ; though he oppoſed not others therein, if they 
were  perſwaded of God : hut they weuld not be fatisfied with thar, 
but opp2led him 1a Pavlick Mcetings, 2s one that hated to be Reformed ; 

Alas ! 
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Alas ! Alas! his Religion was nor formed wich Orders and Precepts of Men; 
he could not ſo far diſhonour his God, nor judge any Friends ſo weak in Un- 
cerſtanding to make a Breac' of Unity with them under pretence of Motion, 
Government and Dignity : Johz faid, He was often aſhamed of ſuch a Degene- 
ration : and ſaid, if it did continue, the evil Effetts would ſcarcely ceaſe, He 
rendred not evil for evil, by oppoſing his Oppoſers in Meetings for Publick 
Worſhip, but exhorted to Righteouſneſs and Peace, and if that could not be 
born, #: beſpeakerh ( faith he ) a Famine of the Word, Oh he was ſound in 
Judgment, and not afraid that his Doctrine ſhould come to publick view : his 
Candle was lighted, not to put under a Buſhel : let them that have oppoſed 
him, and endeayoured to darken the light and ſhining thereof through him, 
look toit; Repent and turn to God before it be too late, leaſt God ſuffers 
the ſame mcaſure to be meted again, for his Ways are Equal and Juſt, and 
Righteous alrogether; and as he endeayoured his Doctrine ſhould be tryed, 
commending it to every mans Conſcience in the Sight of God; ſo alſo his 
proceeding and good Works, ſaying, How ſhould Men glorifie our Heavenly 
Father, if our Proceedings and good Works be hid from them ,, and if People wait 
not in the Spirit, but oppoſe it with Forms of Mans mazing, ſuch cannet reliſh the 
Word of Life, nor ſuffer Truth's Teſtimony in Quiet, but cauſeth jangling with 
Forms in the break of the Day, azainſt Truth, and ſee not the Glory that excel- 
leth, nor the Teſtimonies that exalts the Light, which God commanded to ſhine 
forth in the Face of Jeſus, whom the Righteous loveth, and is their Life, in which 

my dear Companion, J. S. had great Delight. . " ea 
He was a loving and plain Man, and greatly abhorred Feignedneſs, warning 
People that they ſhould not worſhip the Works of their own hands, nor feign 
Humility, and cautioned to beware of a Spirit of Pride, and ſeeking Honour 
and Greatneſs; which he ſaw in his day, was too much ſought after. When 
he heard ſach Doftrine, Yiz. Have an Eye to the Brethren, it ſeemed ſtrange 
and new, not like Truth, as the proceedings about Outward Orders did; re- 
membring the DoCftrine before, was, Look unto the Lord, and eye him: and, 
The Wiſem:ns Eye it in his Head ;, Spiritually meaning in Chriſt. However, 
what was meant by having an Eye to the Brethren, they beſt know who have 
uſed it ; but John Story in his Life, had a great Diſlike of it, doubting to what: 
it would grow ; he profelt not much diſcerning in making an outward ſhew. 
with his Eyes, but hc had a pure diſcerning with the Light of the Spirit in the 
Elect Eſtate in Chriſt ; Satan transformed into an Angel of Light, nor his 
Miniſters appearing as the Miniſters of Righteouſneſs, coultl not deceive him, 
nor feigned Fiattery, nor Sheeps Cloathing hide the Ravening Wolf from his 
Sight, nor make him conclnde with Threatnings, that falſe Accuſations and 
vnrighteous Jadgment was of the Lamb's Nature : truly the worth of ſuch a 
Miniſter of Truth cannot be cqualled with outward Treafure ; and ſach ſent 
of God 13a Bleſling to a King(om, or a Nation, but being reje&:d and oppo- 
ſed, will ſurely bring a Curſe ; but no Diſturbers could moye him, but in all 
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his Snfferings God endued him with Patience, though- many times in great 
weakneſs of Body, and often. inapp2arance nigh unto Death. 

Bur the Prophecy of the badneſs of his Life in 1676, is now proved as falſe 
a5 Solomon Eccles Prophecy is, of the Time of his Death ; for ſome years af- 
ter that, Gol gave him Screngch, and carryed him hundreds of Miles in his 
Service : afterwards he was very weak, at which time a Friend ( a Door, 
George Walker) cams to viſic him, and I hard him fay, He was near gone to 
all outward Appearance, unleſs God had ſome further Work for him to do. And 
indeed the Almighty, into whoſe Hand he was committed, raiſed him up 
again, and carryed him South and iVeſt, Strengthening and Comforting the 
Brethren, till his Teſtimony was finiſhed in thoſe Pa:ts, whoſe loſs is great, 
and Cauſe of ſorrowing, that they ſhall ſee his Face no more ; - for the Lord 
brought him to Weſtmoreland, his Native Country, where tie was received with 
great 'Gladneſs, for.the Lords Power and Prelence was with him, to the great 
Refreſhment of the truly Righteous, and on a F:7/i-day at a Mezting in &Aen- 
4al, cleared his Conſcience in Teſtimony to the Aatient Truth, in which his 
Dottrine was wonderful weighty, and his Experience very great- 

He was but young as to number of years, be.we-n fou:ty and fifcy,, but he 
fulfilled a great time, if Wiſdom be Gray-hair, and undefilcd Life, old Age z 
he was weak of Body about two weeks, not able to go abroad, but little com- 
plained of Sickneſs ; the gentle Dealings of the Lord was wonderful to him, 
and brought many to remember his mzex Behaviour , and Ncighbours ſaid, 
ne lived well, and was like to dye well ; nc was lize. an innocent Lamb, 
opened not his mouth to complain , the mercitui Dealings of God uno him 
at all times filled him wirh a great ſenſe of Joy an truz content, having aſſu- 
rance to reſt with him,the Fountain of Life and Fuineſs, which through ( but) 
a meaſure of his Spirit, ſuch Heavenly Joy and true Content cometh. And 
he ſeeing his Teſtimony and Time on Earth was finiſh:d, his great Love he 
ſignified to all Friends in Tru:h, while he had Scrength co ſpeak, deſiring God 
ro preſerve them init to the End ; and lay ſilent a pritty while, moving his 
hands (as I took it, while with him ) 12 a ſenſe of Reſt and Heavenly 
Praiſe after that, I had not been two hours from him ( which was on ur- 
gent occaſion ) till word came? to me, he was Departcd. 


So much concerning his Inmcent Life, and part of Trouble he met with, for 


bis Teltimmy to Truth, his Meekneſs and Content, and Aſuranee of 
Eternal Feli:ity, as auely obſerued about the manner of his Depariure, vy 


John Wilkinglton. 
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mony when God Revealed his Soa ia him, was givn in Gods powers 

and would have ſitten 1a Silence: withaurhe Reveaizd the Ward of Lite : 

and to all unprejudiced hearers tha: tairitzd afc:r Rig1t2ouſae!s, and 

that Knowledg and Power that leade.n to Hippiazls ; his Do:tcine dropc 
as the Rain, that R-freſh>th the t2a42r Geaſs, co all chriſty aad longing 
ſouls, to their great refceſhinent and confolation; and my Counſel to afl op- 
oſers of the Miniſters of Tcuch is, tic ray ceiſ: for cime fo com2, aad Re- 
pent, and let no more ſ[anderers nave place io eget prejudice, in you, but let 
the Truth you profeſs b2 your defence againſt it. Anil wica your ow. mM2a- 
ſares ſavour for your ſelves,leaſtyou be led in a falſe belief by m-a that loveand 
luſt to-rule,under pretence ofGods motion and uabcotnecly proczelings,under 
pretenceofChurchPower be flow 1a ſpeaking without certain knowledge,eſpeciz 
allyevil of anytill your own experence with Truthprove it to you,tarough your 
exact tryal, leaſt you be lead by Mea iato a falſe Faich,co ſpeak evil of true Be- 
lievers and condema them to be ofa wroag ſpiric waom God Juſtifie:h ; and 
if this counſel had been followed, and was the Dactcine of Truth in the be- 
gining, #0 your owp7, to your own, the diff:zrence among Friends had bzen kept 
ina narrow compals, ad but a few concerned that cauſed difference, and the 
things but Temporal, wiich Spirimwal Weapons would ſoon have conquered 
and overcome, and Truth, Peace, and ſtablicy would have abouaded ; then 
high places with ſpiri.uil wick2d4neſs had not beea aſſum:d ; but waen 
temporal things hath Religion placed in them ( which only ſprings form che 
Fountain of Life ) cis diſhonours God who is the Author of all true Religi- 
on ) And makes ita ſhelter for the greateſt Hypoccites and even a C:g: for 
all unclean Birds to Chatter againſt the Righteous that receive the Word of 
Truth, and both live, and practice as their Mzaſures of God Requireth, a.d 
agreeable to the Scriptures of holy Mn who are gon to their Reſt, where nei- 
ther falſe Witneſs nor unrighteous Judgmzat caa tak? away their Taherirance. 


T Have this farther to add,that Fohz Story is gone to his Reſt, whoſe Teſti- 
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Something taken outof a Letter from George Doagſon ( to afriend ) bear- 
ing date the twenty ſeventh of the ninth Month, 1681. concerning the 
departure of John Story. 


Hat which Ihave to communicate to thee and Friends, and which is to 

the Sadening and Sorrow of many hearts, is the departure of our 

Dear Brother 7. S. who in much peace and quiet departed this 

Life the laſt third day, having no ſenſe of Paine upon him, to the 2Þ- 
xrehenſion of Friends but even as though he had Slumbered very Quietly, 
Freathed his laſt. He had been out of health about fourteen dayes before, but 
not very likely for Death till about four dayes before he dyed, when the Di- 
ſtemper and Weakneſs ſeized more fully upon him : He was Intrerred very 
honourably, a great many People being there preſent, both of Friends and 
ofthe Neighbourhood: And as he 1n his Life time,was of a grave and reverent 
Deportment, even ſo was he accompanyed to his Grave, People generally be- 
woning his death,but theHearts of Friends was generally filled with ſorrow,and 
their Eyes with Teares,by reaſon of that inward affection they bare unto him, 
25 alſo the great ſenſe of the great Loſs they ſuſtained in his Death, who hath 
been a living example of Righteouſneſs amonglt us, both in Life and DoCtrine, 
even ina manner from his Child-hood, as it he had been Choſen from the 
Womb. and Sanctified for a Veſſel of honour and as he often exhorted o0- 
thers, to continue walking in the way of Truth, that in the latter end they 
might attain and come more fully to poſſeſs the Joycs of the everlaſting Kinge 
dom, where all the Troubles and Sorrows of tlus preſent Life ſhall be wiped 
away, and come to an end. So Doubtleſs he is now centred into the full fruiti- 
on of thoſe never-fading Joyes wherein all the ſorrow and ſighing and Tron- 
bles of this preſent Life is come to an end, and is Aſcended out of the reach of 
wicked Tongues and Pens : But what. can be ſaid, Doubtleſs God endued him 
with Divine Wiſdom to alarge degree, and accompanyed him with his De- 
vine Power and Preſence, in Declaring the way of Life, and opening the 
Miſtcries of the Kingdom to the comfort and Conſolation of many who now 
mourn in Sccret for his abſence ; and 1 fear that time to come may.know the 
want of ſuch, and I-aJſo fear that many 1n this preſent time have alſo rendred 
themſelves unworthy of ſuch : butl deſire we may make a good uſe of theſe: 
things, and that we look to our own ſtancing, and that we may walk accord- 
ingio the exhortationsand counſel delivered unto us both by kim; and other 

his faichful Companions, which have anſwered the Truth in our own hearts. 

There was a very good opportunity for F « IV, 2nd ochers to bear a Teltie 
ny to Tiuth;and the. Pecple gave very Diligent 2tention while he exhorted: 
and Counklcd to follow. thoie things that make for peace aud brings to reſt. 
233: 
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in the latter end, clearly D:monſtrating the way thereunto z with ſuch things 
further as opened in him, ſuitable upon that occaſion, " | 

| . D. 


_— 


___— 


Ti he Teftimony of John Jennings, by way of Pretace, to the following 
Teſtimonies of ſeveral Friends in Wiltſhire. | 


Courteous and Friendly Readers, 


& Teſtimony of our Deceaſed Friend Fohr Story,is not to draw forth 

the Minds of any for to admire him or any other Inſtrument that the 

| Lord may make uſe of for the good of any Perſon or People, but that 
which is here written, is truly to certify all rriendly People, unto whom ic 
may come, what manner of Life, Doctrine and Converſation,this our deceaſed 
Friend did Live, and Declare whilſt he was amongſt us ; and if any through 
envy or prejudice, either againſt him or any of us, doth or ſhall endeavour ts 
gainſay, oppoſe or invalidate this our Tcſtimony concerning him, we doubt 
not but that by Gods aſſiſtance we ſhall be throughly enabled for to Vindicate 
the ſame againſt any Oppoſers hereof; for we know that what is here written 
of him, is what is true, and according co the beſt of our knowledge ; and ins 
deed we had rath:zr come ſhort of commending any Perſon, rather than to 
praiſe or commend any beyond their due deſerts. Bat foraſmuch as ir hath ſo 
happened that this worthy Man, and Servant of God, haih been by ſome tos 


B It known unto you, that what is here written by way of Lamentation 


much abuſed in his Chriſtian Repu:ation, and miſ-repreſented as an Apoſtate, 


or Dark and Creeping Spirit, It was ſo much the more on ſome of our Spirits 
for to give, forth this following Teſtmony, thatas friends might truly know 
what he was amongſt us, and what Juſt Cauſe we had truly to love and eſteem 
him as a ſervant of Chriſt even unco the laſt, and truly as the power and pre- 
ſence of God was with him in his Miniſtry in former years, when he -was 
generally w-11 ſpoken of by moſt or all that did lov- the Truth in theſe parts, 
So we can truly ſay that as the laſt Meeting which he had inthis Country che 
Lord did appzar by him and through him as in former times unto the Edifie= 
iog and Comforting of his People and we hall a very good and comfortable 
Mecting, and therefore if any have let in any Prejudice or hard thoughts a- 
g2inſt him, becauſe they may have heard an evil report of him ; we do ad- 
viſe ſuch to be more carful how they do receive Reports, and let in pre- 
judice againſt any of Gods ſervants, leaſt they do there by hurt themſelves and 
break their own Inward Peace : and as concerning others, wio have villified 
this ſervant of God cither by their a ſpeeches or Writings againſt him, it 
| 2 is 
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is with us to adviſe ſuch for to Repent of what they have ny done, and 
to learn to do ſono more, leaſt they are founid fighters againſt God and his 
faithſul ſervants, and in thus doing we have thus fat cleared our Conſciences 
towards all ſuch and ſhall leave the cffeCt thereof unto God, and deſire at 
thoſe that Read the following Teſtimony for to Read it without Prejudice or 
Carping at what is written, but to read it as in Gods fear, and with a ſeribus 
and conſiderate mind, that ſo they may the better underſtand what they read, 
and cenſider of it. 

If any ſober and moderate Inquirer that is yet Ignorant of the matter ſhould 
ask or inquire of us what was the ground or cauſe wherefore the ſaid F.S. have 
been ſo miſrepreſented as an Apeaſtate and a dark and creeping ſpirit, if he 
was ſuch an honeſt man as you ſeem to ſignitie ? To this we ſhall give in ſhort 
this Anſwer : Thar as far as we could yet ever underſtand the Real ground and 
caule of it was, becauſe he did not ſofar conform and ſubmit unto the ſet- 
ing up, and eſtabliſhing of ſome outward Orders and Ceremonys amongſt 
Friends and as ſome that did,( or yet doth ) profeſs the Trath would have 
had him to have done: and if any ſhould yet inquire,why he did not ſubmit un- 
to others for Unities ſake. To this we Anſwer, that this Queſtion might 
more properly have been propoſed unto him inhis Life time,and if it had been 
ſo Propoſed, doubtleſs he would have given a ſound and proper Anſwer there- 
unto : yet forasmuch as he is gone and cannot now Anſwer for himſelf, we 
do believe that we may truly give this Anſwer on his behalf ( viz. ) That it 
was for conſcience ſake that he could not, or did not Conforme and ſubmit 
unto t he ſetting up ſuch Orders and Ceremonies as others would have had 
him to have don and douptleſs he thonght them to be ſuperfluous and more 
then was Really needfu], for to be fo ſtrictly praCticed amongſt Gods People, 
and that this was the Real ground and Cauſe wherefore he hath been ſo Cal- 
m—_—yy and miſ-repreſented, we have caſe to believe for theſe following 
Reaſons. | 

Firſt. Becauſe he was alwayes owned and eſteemed as a ſervant of Chriſt 
and a trueMiniſter of the Goſpel, by ſuch as did profeſs theTruthzas far as ever 
wedid underſtand : until ſuch time as he did objeCt againft or diſlike with the 
ſetting up of ſuch outward Orders and Ceremonies as aforeſaid. 

2aly. Becauſe that ſince that time he did miſlike ſuch things as aforeſaid 
we have found that there hath been endeavours by ſome to undervalue him, 
and his Teſtimony, and occaſions ſought againſt him, to render him as un- 
wortliy and contemplible as poſſible they could. | 

21y. Becauſe ſome of us concerned in the following Teſtimonies have often 
aSked of thoſe who have been Oppoſers, at leaſt Diſlikers of him, what 
they had aginſt him of evil, either in his Life, Converſation or DoCtrine, 
to lay to his charge : and it hath been ſaid unto ſuch, that if they could make 
any thing of evil appear in him either in Life, Converſation, or Doctrine, 
that then we would diſown him : But inſtead of proving any thing of = 
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2eainſt him, it hath been oftentimes anſwered after this mnner, That as r# 
his Life and Converſation it was hone$t, or they had nothing againſt him for 
that ; and as to his Dettrine, it was good Words, but that they did not come from 
a Right Spirit. Or to that cfect. 

And therefore ſince his Oppoſers did not prove any thing of this nature 
againſt him while he was Living, we ſhall think our ſelves, or any others, not 
much obliged to believe any thing of evil Report that others may ſay of, or 
concerning him now he is Removed from amongſt Men : and if any ſhall en- 
deavour to defame him in his Chri#tian Reputation now hg is gone,doubtleſs it. 
will rather ſeem to us, or any ſober and moderate People, to ſavour of a Spirit 
of Malice and Prejudice, than of the Spirit of ChriStianity or common Civility: but 
if any of his Oppoſers ſhould think, that out of fear we do, as it were, beſpeak 
their Silence, we do ſay to ſuch, let them do as they pleaſe, for we fear them 
not. 
We further ſay, we have obſerved, That not one Man we know of, who hath 
a Publick Teſtimony, and doth not Conform unto Orders and Ceremonies, as afore- 
ſaid, that is now owned or accounted of as formerly, by thoſe who have appeared 
againſt him, or are Hot and Zealous for the Orders, &c. And ablans ſuch 
Nonconformiſts are as blameleſs in their Lives and Converſations, and as Sound 
:n their Doltrine and Teſtimonies as formerly, yet we find that they are either pub- 
lickly Diſowned, or elſe privately Calumniated and Diſliked withal, And cn the 
other hand we have likewiſe obſerved, That if others who are Conformable, and 
Preach up the Orders, &c. are guilty of ſuch things as in Truth cannot be juſtifi- 
able, yet ſuch Perſons are either Owned, or at leaſtwiſe not publickly reproved, 
that we know of. And therefore we do ſay unto ſuch, as do thus turn Juſtice 
and true Judgment backwards, and endeayour to ſmother over the Errours 
( either in Doctrine or Life and Converſation) of the Guilty, and to Con-- 
demn the Innocent, becauſe of their Nonconformity ; beware, leaſt you-pro- 
voke the Lord to Wrath, and he doth break forth amongſt you. in his 
ſore Diſpleaſure. 

And if any Friendly Reader ſhould ſuppoſe that the Publication of this Pre 
face and following Teſtimonies may give occaſion for a further Contention,,. 
becauſe ſome things therein may ſeem to reflect ſomewhat hard in General on 
ſuch as were Oppoſers or Diſlikers of him, and ſo for that reaſon the Reader 
( who loves to be quiet, and deſires that all Contentions amongſt Friends were: 
at an end ) doth diſlike the Publication hereof. | = 

To which it may be anſwered, That after the Deceaſe of F.S. it reſted' 
on the Spirits of ſeveral Friends ( in ſeveral Places and Countries where he 
had Miniſtred and been Serviceable) to write ſomething concerning him, and 
what Service he had done for the Lord amongft them in his Day and Time :: 
and among the reſt, it came upon ſome of us in W:ltjh:re, to publiſh a Teſtimo- 
ny after this manner,by way of Lamentation for the Loſs of ſo able a Preacher . 


of Gods Truth, as he was in his Day and Time, and alſo to give ſome ac- 
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count of what he was amongſt us, and what he did ſtand for and againſt, that 
Jo thoſe who had heard of hum, and not known him by face, migit be truly 
informed of his Doctriaz, Lice and ..vave:fation amoag us who were well 
acquainted with lum fo: miiy years, and fo aav? had the more Experience 
thereof, But foraſmucia as ſ>veral Friewis who were Conſcientioully con- 
cerned to Write, did live Clome of caem ) far diſtant one from che ocher, 
it hath been the more trouble to coll:& t1:ir ſeveral Teſtimonies, and ſo 
That hath cauſed ſome obit.uctioa iu the Publication hereof : for ſome were 
written long ſince, aigi till did reſt on the Spirics ofmany to Write, which at 
firſt was nctexpected by us z ad now at length is made Publick, not to Re- 
flect on othe:s for what is palt ( if poſſivly it could be avoided) but to clear 
our Conſciences inthe Sight of God, and for the true Information of the Up- 
Tight in Heart,who do love the Truth more than a bare Notion of it, and can- 
Not at all cimes either Saile with the Wind,nor Swim with the Tide ; but keep 
in mind that good Advice ( iz.) To try aff things C wich the Truth ) aud 
hold faft that which is Good. 

Bur for a further Anſwer to the Objetion aforeſaid, We judge it is in vain 
for any to expect, thatthe moſt moderate Teſtimony that can be given, on 
bebalf of him, ſhould eſcape withou: the ſevere Cenfures or Calumniations of 
ſome of his Oppoſers ; becauſe we have ofcen found by Experience, that 
ſome of his Oppoſcrs have at ſome times been ſo filled with Prejudice againſt 
him, that they could hardly with Patience endure to hear him well ſpoken 


.of, and account the Party ſo ſpeaking in his Commendation; to be either a 


Leavened or Bad Spirit : and therefore we cannot, in our preſent apprehen-= 
ſion, expect, but that his Oppoſers will endeayour to invalidate our Teſti- 
mony : which if they do in publick, it may bring a Concern upon ſome of 
us, to be more particular and plain ( if occaſion be given for ic) as to nam- 
ing of ſome particular Perſons, than now we are free to.do on this Occaſion z 
although ( as we ſaid before) for any to think, that a Teſtimony for him 
can be given, and not in ſome ſort to reflect on ſome of his O ppoſers Attions, 

or Doctrines, it is in vain for any ſo to ſuppoſe. But this we may aſlure the 
tender Reader, that we have been as ſparing as with clearneſs of Conſcience 
we could ; and if any are offended at us for rhis plain and. honeſt Teſtimony 

for the Truth, and concerning our Deceaſed Friend : Let all ſuch know chat 

we do account it more true Wiſdom, and better for us to endeavour to pleaſe 

the Almighty and unchangeable God, than to endeavour to pleaſe Corrupt 

and Changeable Men, whoſe Breath is 1a their Noltrils, and wao muſt go 

from hence and be no more ſeen, = 
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The Teſtimony of 7. 7. John Fry, Thomas C rabb, Sen 
Fohn Sealy, William Colman, Jon Rogers, Benjamin 
Laurence, 


Death of their natural Friends and Relations, or becauſe of the want of. 

them, whoſe Company, Counſel, and good Advice, Labour and Fellow-- 
ſhip they had formerly enjoyed, unto their Edification and Benefit : why 
ſhould it be thought any way unbeſeeming Chriſtianity or the People of God 
now, to mourn and take up a great and ſolemn Lamentation for the Loſs (or 
taking away) of Dear John Story, who was very ſerviceable, and. his_Com=- 
pany pleaſant, and his Advice very good untous : Did not Abraham mourn: 
for Sarah his Wife,. and Joſeph and his Brethren for Jacob their Father. 
And it is Recorded in the Scriptures; 1 Sam. 25. 1. That Samuel. Dyed, and. 
all the Iſraelites were gathered together, and Lamented for him.. And hath it 
not run like a natural Stream through all Ages, for People that have irue na- 
tural Aﬀections to Lament the Loſs of their Friends, and more eſpecially. for 
worthy men of their time, who had beenvery helpfull and ſerviceable unto 
them ? Therefore, why may.not the Friends of Johx Story Lament for. him ?: 
Seeing there are many yet living who do indeed know that he was a good In-- 
ſtrument in the Lords hand, for their Good, demonſtrating the Way. of 
Life unto them and others can teſtifie that he was very helpfull unto them: 
in his Miniſtry, and by his good Advice and Counſel towards the confirming 
them in the Trath, in which they had believed. 

And if any ſhould enquire of us, Why we do Lament for him who was ſo much 
vilified, and in his latter Days ſo much aiſeſteemed by ſome who formerly were 
then accounted his Friends, and perhaps would then have ſaid ( if they had 
veen asbt ) that he was alſa an Inſtrumnent of Good unto them-in the. Lords 
Hand Y | | | 

Anſwer. Wedonot thus Lament for him becauſe we are ſenſible of any: 
Evil he hath done unto any of thoſe who have of late fo much diſeſteemed, 
vitified and rejected him and his Teſtimony ; neither becauſe we are ſenſible 
of any Sin or Treſpaſs that he. hath now of late ( or indeed, ever in his Life, 
that we know of, more than what hath commonly or in general happened 
unto all men; fora/much as all have ſmned, and falln ſhort of the Glory of God) 
committed againſt God, his Truth, or People, whereby the Lord ſhould be 
diſpkaſed, and take himaway in his Wrath-and Diſpleaſure z nay, we do in-- 
deed believe ( having, good ground for.what. we ſay.) that..he. was a _ 
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greatly beloved of God, who endued him with a large Portion of Divine and 
Heavenly Wiſdom beyond many of his Fellow Servants, and do not in the 
leaſt doubt of his everlaſting Well-being ; but do indeed believe that his 
Immortal Soul is entred mto that Kingdom of Peace and Glory which ſhatf 
neverend , becauſe weare lawardly perſwaded, that he walked in his Day 
and Time, in that Strait and Narrow Way which leadeth thereunto ; and that he 
did honeſtly Serve the Moſt High God with an upright Heart, according to 
that degree of Grace and Divine Underſtanding that was given unto him to 
profit withal. . So that we do not Lament for him as a People without hope, 
or doubting of his Reſt and endleſs Peace and Joy in Gods K:ngdom : But the 
cauſe of thisour Lamentation; is, becauſe that by his remoyal, or being ta- 
ken away from amongſt Hen, we are thereby deprived of the Enjoyment of his 
good C:mpany, who hath been unto ſome of us, both like a Lovinz Father, or 
an Elder Brother in Chriſt, and as a Wiſe Connſelour unto others. And wecan 
truly ſay, That his Converſation amongſt us, was ſuch as did well become a Mi- 
niſter of the Goſpel, both in Doitrine ana in Praftice ; for his Doftrine was 
Sound, and his Converſation Honeſt. Oh! how wiſe and prudent was his B2- 
haviour and Carriage amongſt his Friends, and others where he came ? How 
Grave and Solid would he be in all weighty Matters or Diſcourſe, and yet at 
fome other times modeſtly pleaſant among his Friends : and how Devyout 
and Zealous in his Supplications unto the Moſt High, and in his D:claratiog 
amonegſt Gods People ; So that we have Cauſe to Lament for him, as for the 
Loſs of an able Preacher of Gods Truth : and although we might grant, that 
ſome others might be more Eloqueat and taking wich the AﬀeCtionate Part 
in ſome: Weak Hearers, by their Dzclaration , yet we know of none 
more ſound in Doctrine, nor more Innocent and Blameleſs in their Converſa- 
tions, than F. S. and his Faithful Companion F. W. 

And if any ſhould Obje# againſt what is faid of F. S. his Zeal, becauſe he 
did not of late Years Travel ſo much, or keep ſo many Meetings as fome 
others may ; to that we ſay, Taat we do b2lieve that there were but very 
few, who were truly ſenſible of his great Weakneſs and Inliſpofition of 
Body that he was afflifted withal for many years, infomuch that when he 
did D:clare ſomething largely in a Meeting, he was moſt times very ſick 
at night; or ſometimes very ill two: or three Days afcer : but .conſider- 
ing his weakneſs of Body, ic 15 admirable unto us how he hath bezn 
carryed forth in his Scrvice in M:etings, timz after time, b2yond the Ex- 
pectation of many. 

2dly, We may Lament for him, a3 for the loſs of one who had a great pifc, 
both to diſcern, and Dztet Eronious Doctrines an4 praCtices : and ja de- 
fending the Dactrines of Truth that he or his fellow Miniſters held forch ; 
if atany tim? the Prieſts or Profeſſors dil oppoſe the ſam2 : Oh ! how did the 
Ancient Friends praiſe him in that reſp2Ct,and account him as one of the wor- 
thys of Gals 7/rael; h2-was a g55 1 Pattern and Example in Life and gt ct 
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ation amongſt men, for how biamieſs ad innocent was it, in great Wiſdom 
and prudeace amonglt the families whzre he cams, giving good advice and 
couaſel, at ſeaſonable opportunities to Parents and Childrea aad Szrvaats for 
he had a good underſtauding in the things of God, and well experienced in 
the way of Life, and kaew how to ſpzak a word in ſeaſon uato the weak, or 
ſuch as through an inward exerciſe were, througi the enimics Tempatations 
aad Afaulrs, ready co faint 1a their minds and tuca out of the way ; we do be- 
lieve he had grear $KUll to iaform ſuci that were ready to diſpaic, and that he 
was eadued with an excellent giftcot Wiſdom, and had of tae dzep things of 
God, and Miitries of Litz op:aed uato him, to chacalthough his Doctrine was 
generally ſouad and weighty, plain and eli? ro' be underſtood by mzan ca- 
pacities yer ſome of us do belizve, that he was more” found and kuowing in- 
wardly in the things of God then ſome by his ou.ward Declaration migat 
eſteem him co be; and through that gifcand wiſdom cHat was beltowed npon 
him he knew how to behave nimſ-1f acigat in the* Aſſemblies of Gods Pea- 
ple, and amonglt his fellow ſervauts,and could give very goad counſeland ad- 
vice unto ſuch as were buc young in the work and._.ſe: vice of the Miniltry : 
bur indeed in tinis reſpect he had not that opportpnity to manifeſt very much 
of that gift of Wiſdom that God had eadue nim wi.n, becauſ: too many of 
late years did to much Diſeſteem, Slight and RejzCt his Counſel and good 
Adviſe: for ze was a true honelit-man, and fo was his Converſation among 
m2neven from his young years uato his latter end ; nor ever was, as we could 
underſtand, addicted Lo any Y:ce from his Caild-hood uato his dyiag day, 
Neitiaer was he ſudjzct co Flatrer or D:([cemble wich any for his owa ends z 
But we believe that he abtored deceit and flattzry from the bottom of nis 
hearc : au Doubcleſs ae did no. any way deſerve thoſe vilytying terms of a 
Darkor Crecing Spirit, for ive never knew him to creep atcer, or ditſemble 
Wici ay for ais owa ſelt-lutreſt,neicher did he ever, ihac we know off, by flac- 
tery icek afcer the favour of any Great or Rich Mn, that fo he might gain 
thereby : buc a> aticue Mimiter of Chriſt, and an able Preacher of the Goſ- 
pel, tha. ſougit av. af:cr his own profic or applauſe, Coveting no mans Silver 
nor Gold, uu: Lue i-ai Goo, B-nefit aud Welltare of Souls : And as he had 
freely reccived a Diſpenlatiou ofthe Goſpel from the Lord, fo did he freely 
Miaailter of it uato ochers, as tae Lord did order him, being (as we faid be- 
fore) an able and ſound Preacher, dividing the Word arig"t, and' was very 
Iateiligivle and plainunto m-an Capacities, Demonſt.atiig tne way of Lite, 
and exhorting all cowalk therein: and we b:lieve that he did not 1n the lealr 
preaci for i.iay Lucres ſaxe, but of a ready and willing mind;according tothe 
requirings of Gods holy and bleſied Spiric ; yea douvtlels in this reſpect he 
might ſu.cicy have ſaid as Samuel did, whofe Ox or A/s did he take, or whole 
Gold or Siiver, or Riches, or Land did he ſeek or covet after. AESLER 
He was a good Paltor, who had a tender regard and care of the Flock of God; | 
where the Lord did order his ſervice, and eſpecially among tuck where he 
$: | hay 
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had laboured much in gathering and confirming of them, his care was preat 
that they might be truly Inſtruted in the way of Life and gathered unto the 
gift, and grace , of God in themſelves, and that in it all might waite upon 
God to recevie a Divine and Heavenly underſtanding, and come to be truly 
Centered and Eſtabliſhed upon the Rock of Ages and inthe Fruth and way 
of God. 

And it was his Care and Labour that none might walk diſorderly unto the 
diſhonour of God, but that ſuch might be Reproved, Adviſed and Admonith- 
ed, as Friends did cither feel Drawings in themſelves fo to do, or as there was 
a ſeaſonable Opportunity wherein Friends might do it in love and tender- 
neſs in a more general way, as they ſaw it their places, that if poſſible, none 
might go aſtray. 

Likewiſe on the other hand, it was his care that Friends might not be Im- 
poſed on, or over muck driven into the Ceremonial part of Religion, having 
an Underſtanding given him, to diſcern how apt People have been to be led, 
and.torun into Imitations,and the praCtice of Outward Things, which ſome 
others have practiſed, and ſo by that means have not taken that regard unto 
their own meaſures of the Spirit of God in themſelves, as they ought to have 
done 3 But have ( through a kind of Zealous Miftake)) ſometimes cryed ur 
and eſteemed the Traditions and Inventions of Men as Ordinances of God, 
and ſuch have been very forward in Judging and Condemning of 
ona who were of a better Underſtanding, and did ſee further than them- 

elves. | 
- And foraſmuch as our dear Friend F, S. was, by ſome who profeſs the 
Truth, miſrepreſented unto many Friends ( that did not know him) as a 
Perſon that was againſt good Order inthe Church; and as if he was a Man of 
a Looſe and Liberting Spirit, or- that. he did countenance others in their 
Failings, &c. It is with; us to. teſtifie, that as it was our Lot to be 
we!l acquainted with him (as any in theſe parts, to our Knowledge 
were) for many years,yet we did never know him to oppoſe any good Order, 
which any of Gods People did believe was their Duty to pertorm, either Male 
or Female, becauſe Gods Pcople are, and oughtto be a free and willing Peo= 
ple, and what they do, as unto God, it ought to be from a willing Mind, 
and not by Man's Conſtraint ; (ark) it was againft the Impoſing of it, and 
ſo not againt any good Order. in it ſelf, which Friends might be in 
the pradtice of ; fox we do know that he did love to ſee good Order among 
Friends, and that things might be done decently ; but he was not for laying 
the Streſs of Salvation upon any Outward Things or Methods that were, or 
might he practiced among Gods People ; for that would be an Idolizing of 
it, and Hippocrites may come into an Outward Conformity or Uniformity 
' with Outward Orders or Methods, when they-are neither Heirs of 8alvation, 


nor Members of that Church wbich is in God, of which Jeſus Chriſt is —_ 2 
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for he would ſay, That it was an —— Duty on Chriftians to be Caaritalle 
to the Poar, and to relieve their Neceſſities. But after what Manner or Mes 
thod they didextend their Ciaricy, fo that tae, end was anſwered, he thought 
ie indiffecedtt. ith od 5 30 3 nt aries vat, 3d rate 5 
For we read in Hiſtory, the Church at Feruſalem did Colle&..every Firft 
Day, or once a Week, but. the: Ciurch of the Gerrites once' a Month, and 
doub:leſs they did no: fall out or differ about their Mechod while they itood 
in Gods Counſel. Andas to Liberty : thai as hedid abaor taking any Libec- 
tyin Unrigiteouſneſs ; ſo 02 the other.hand, he was one that did ftand much 
for that Chciftiaa Liberty whick is :in' Chriſt Jeſus, and he. did; both-ſp-3d, 
and was ſpent for the Gofpci, of the Kingdom, which doth. not-eonfiftib3 che 
ſtrict Obſervance of any Oucward Obſervations, oriTradiions,or [ycations 
of Men, but to.wait upon God, and ſerye him according to the Mauifeſtation 
of his own Spirit, thar he hath given co Man to profit wichal, and chen, {fre 
{ruth doth makes wt 'free, are we free indeed; iweſay. it was this Chrifyan- 
Liberty,chat ftands in Truth and Righteoyfnels, that F; S. did ſtand for 6 and 
ſo do we) and that all may know tae Spiric of Track tobe ther Leadgy; in 
the Things that:they do and perform as unto God, that: ſo none may: act 40 
thoſe things from auothers Meaſure, but from the meafure of Gods Grace-14 
themſelves, without being Judged one, of, ot by another about their Chrilly- 

an Liberty and Freedom in the 'Druch.. oe 0 i to gen ny 
And fuither we” have-to ſay-for our Deceaſed Friend 7.5. that he was 
one whom the' Lord 'had endued with many. Spiritual Gifcs. and -pretions 
Chriſtian Vertues,' which -were as ſo many Ornaments unto him : :and if any 
ſhould ask what thoſe Gifts and Vertues were, and how, and. which way they 
did appear, and might be demonſtrated to be in him ? To this we -may an- 
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{wer, , #3 1 Las cod ISTH 003 37331 GUM 7: 
Firſt, His Moderation and Teinperance did much appear in the many De- 
bates and.Diſcourſes had with inn.abqut Religious Matters, wherewy he did 
uſually carry himſe:f very moderate,' waca reaſoning about the Things of 
Gods and as to his Temperance, it did much appearin his Life and Conver- 
at10n. "kn TH Os je 

Secondly, He was endued with the Gift and Vertue'bf\Patlence; which did 
much appcar in him, by.his patient bearing of thoſe ſevere and bitter Reflei- 
ons and Oppoſttions that! Plate years he4net wichal,as allo wich many falſe 
and untrue Reports of him; | 711 nfo 

Thirdly, Ald he did very patiently bear that greatand long Weakneſs and 
Iaficmity of Body, that he was v=ry much atteaded withal, and afflicted with 
very ſore and grievous Pains,as well as weakneſs in Body, whica he underwent 
with much Patience and Content. | 
. . Fourthly, He had an excellent Gift of Coriiian tfartitude and Conſtancy 11 
his Teſtimony, fo that notwithſtanding he met with very much Oppolition, 
GA ail! 
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>nd ſcmetimes with fettcring Pcrſwaſicns, yet-he perſevered in the Wray, 
Werk and Teftimcny that God had called him unto ; and in this reſpe& ir 
may in ſcme-meaſure -be-ſaid of him as Jaceb ſaid cf Joſeph, Gen. 49. 23, 24. 
The Archers have ſorely gricued him, and ſhot at him, and hated him, but his 
Bow abode in Strength, and the- Arms of 1hus ' Hands, were icmade ſtrong, by the 
Hands of the Almighty Ged'ef: Jacob + from thence is the Shepherd, the Stcne of 
Iſrael. | 
Fifthly, He was encued with a large porticn of Chriſtian Charity, which. 
the Apoſtle reckons-as' one: of. the moſt excellent Gifts. .And. if any ſhould 
a5k how that did appear, or was manifeſt.inhim? We ſay, it.did not only 
appear in him;inthat howes got of a .Raſh and: Rigid Sprrit towards others 
thtt might differfrom him in Things Indifferent ; «but was alſo very Charita- 
ble towards-ſuch in whom he found any true tenderneſs towards God, and was? 
fot apt/to Judge ſo harſhly and Cenſoriouſly of ſuch, as ſome haye been too 
apt to do; but was willing to.inform the underſtanding, when under miſtake, 
5nd alſo to'/petfwade them that oppoſed:themſelves, to imbrace the Truth. 
If we conſider the Fruit of true Charity, ſpoken of by the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 13; 
we may'indeed ſay, that Charity did largely manifeſt it ſelf in him, becauſe it 
brought forth, or. did manifeſt the ſame Fruits and Effefts in and through him 
as is there ſpoken of by the Apoſtle. +4 
And as theſe and other Chr:/t:an Vertxes did appear and were manifeſted in 

Him while he was amongſt 'us ; ſowe are credibly. informed by ſome Friends 
of Weſtmoreland (that were with him in the time of his laſt Sickneſs) that he 
gave very good Counſeland Advice to Friends that were with him, and that 
he being very weak in Body, but not in much pain, as was ſuppoſed by- thoſe 
who were about him, he very gently breath'd his laſt, andlaid down his Head 
in much Peace and Quietneſs of Mind and Spirit. 


Given forth at Sutton on the 1ſt. Day of the 1xth. Month 1682. 
and Subſcribed by us, on the behalf of our -ſelves and many 
more Friends of Wiltſhire, that are concerned and conſented un- 


to the Publiſhing hereof. 


. John Jennings, _ William, Colman, 
Joha Fry. John Rogers. 
Thomas Crabb, Sex. Benjamin' Lawrance. 
John Sealy. | | 
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The Teſtimony of John Metrevers. 


, Short Teſtimony Concerning Fohr Story, that worthy Servant cf 
the Living God, though dead, yet the Seal of his Miniſtry and Ser- 
vice for God in his Day and Ape, lives in the Remembrance, and 

hath an Impreſſion on the Hearts of many in theſe Parts : and foraſmuch as 

the Unchangeable Truth remains the ſame as ever ; we cannot forget thoſe 
worthy Meſſengers, who inthe Days of our young and tender Years came 
amongſt us in the Demonſtration of the Spirit and Power of Almighty God, 
not only to proclaim a Day of Vengence from God upon that Part or Nature 
in Man that hath tranſgreſled his Law, but alſo with a Meſſage of Peace and 
Glad-tidings unto our Souls. And now as for my Dear Friend John Story in 
particular, concerning whom I have a few words, which at this time reſt up- 
on my Spirit, to treat about. TI havethis to ſay, and that not by here-ſay, or 
to boaſt in another Mans Words, but according to that true and Experi- 
mental Knowledge which I have had of him for theſe ſeyen or eight and twen=- 
ty years paſt, it being about the Year 1654, or 1655 ( as near as I can re- 
member) that this worthy Servant of the Almighty God came amongſt us 

(into Wiltſhire ) at which time for my own part, I was about fourteen years 

of Age, notwithſtanding which, what ſhall I ſay, it is even with me at this 

time to fignifie, That hadI the Tongue of an Orator, or the Pen of a Ready 

Writer, I could not demonſtrate the Senſe that now lives 2nd remains upon: 

my Spirit, of the Mighty Power of God that appeared in, and through thar 

Man, both in Life and Doctrine, whereby I was at that time ( though but 

young in years ) often ſweetly Refreſhed and Comforted in his Company, by 

that Eternal Power that dwelt with and ran through him. Oh! What ſhalt 

I fay, my Heart at this time is even melted in the Conſideration thereof : his 

Meſſage then was, to direct all to turn inward from the Zo here, and the Zo 

there, to the Grace, Light, or Spirit within, which according to Meaſure, 

was given to all, aſſuring all unto whom he gave the Word of Exhortation; 
that it being obeyed and followed in all its Requirings, was that only means, 
and that in which the ſufficiency for Salvation of the Soul conſiſted ; this. 

Doctrine was received by many, by the Mighty Power of God, whick ac- 

companyed and manifeſted it ſelf through that Man, many brought T9 the 

Faith ; and ſo as the Lord made way, he travelled from Place to Place, ap*- 

pointing Meetings up and down among Friends, directing all as above MENtt=- 


- ned, and unfolding the Scriptures by way of Parable, and openipg {9 the: 


Edificas. 
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Edification of che H-arer, many hard Saying;,both to the Convincing of thoſe 
that receiv'd it, and Admiration of many tha" receiy*d jc not, inſomuch that 
my Ears have heard it acknowledg2d and confeſſed unto, that the Doctrine fo 
Preach't through the Power and Demonſtration of t!1e Spirir, as then it was, 
would never fail while the Water keeps its Courle ; his Work was alſo very 
much among the Prieſts and Profeſſors of that Age, who then like Gog and Ma- 
207, joyned together againſt the Lord and his Anointed: but the Lords Power 
and Preſence being wich him, and alw.:ys giving of him both Mouth and Wiſ- 
dom, he was thereby furniſhed to ſpeak a word in due ſeaſon, both to the 
Strengthening and Comforting the Weak and Feeble of the Flock, whom he had 
Laboured and Travelled for ; andalſo to the ſtopping the Mouths of all Gain- 
fayers, whoſe Oppoſition at that day was very great. Much could I ſpeak, 


_. and that within the compaſs of my own knowledge, to the particulars of ma- 


ny Sufferings by way of Impriſonmznt, and other Dangers and Feopardies that 
he was ofcen in, in his Maſters Work, and Service, which I ſhall here omit, and 
that becauſe T would rather ſtraiten-my ſelf than be tedious to the Reader ; 
when that is ſaid, I have this further to add, which I cannot be clear to omit, 
or paſs by, Viz. That he was always a very plain hearted Man, in plainneſs ſpeak- 
ing the Truph to the Face, and never could endure, either in himſelf or others, 
Whiſpering or Backbiting, but would ſharply reprove it whereever he found it ;, and 
furthermore all Outward Shews, Formalities, eſtures, or Deportments what ſoevery 
that was by the Creature brought forth in the Likeneſs or Imitation of the true 
Power, without the Powers bringing forth thereof, his Righteous Soul always ab- 
harred : And for the Confirmation thereof, one thing amongſt many 1 well rc» 
member z that whereas there was a Day of ſhaking the Outward Body by 
the ſtirringsof the true Power, ſome in imitation thereof, as I have obſerved 
in his Preſence, in their own Strengti have imitated the like, which he would 
in the Integrity ofhis Soul Judge, laying, Away with Deceit : and ſuch like 
words, exhorting and adviſing all to be plain hearted, and that they ſhould be 
what they appear'd to be by the Grace of God, and not otherwiſe. And ſo 
remaining from time to time, as 1 Man not ſubject to change his way, holding 
forth his Teſtimony in Feichfulneſs ro God, not only againſt prophane and 
ſinful A&tions, but alſo againſt all Formalities ſer up by Man, though under 

retence of the Motion of the true Power, adviſing the Creature to be inward 
ro God, and there to wait, to know the true Power it ſelf to bring forth a 
Form through every man, whereby they might have the certain Senſe and 
Knowledge tow to do and perform the thing well pleaſing to their heavenly 
Father, that rhereby tiey might in the en be accepted of him ; he was not 
a Man of Shadows, but for the Subſtantial Part of Religion : anJto his laft, 3 
yery well remzmber, his Diſcourſe run much afcer. this manner, Thar they 
were the only Bleſſed People, and for evermore 14ppy, who had received the Know- 


| ledreof the ri ght Spirit, if fo be they continu: d to wait and walk: therein to the end 


of their Days, becauſe it is they that remain in well doinz unto the end that 


thaff 
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| ſpall be Crowned, Unto which End it is my Faith and Belief in God, he bath 
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artained, and is now entred into the Joys of that Heavenly Kingdom, out 
of the reach of all envious and clamorous Tongnes, where the wicked ceaſe 
from troubling, and the weary be at reſt, there the Priſoners -reſt together, 
they hear not the voice of the Oppreſſor, the Small and great are there, and 
the Servant is free from his Maſter, 

And he having been ſerviceable in the Hand of the Lord, and Inſtrumental 
to Convert many Souls to God, doth, and muſt ſhine as a Star in the Firma- 
ment of God. So having eaſed my Mind by writing theſe few Lines before 
expreſt, concerning this my dear Friend, of whom, I do aſſure the Reader, 
I had as certain a knowledge, as the very import of the words will bear : and 
foraſmuch as the Harveſt yet remains great, and the true Labourers therein 
are but few, what further ſhall I ſay, but with this to conclude, Viz. 'Ler 25 
cry mightily to the great Lord of the Harveſt to pour forth a double portion of his 
Spirit upon ſome worthy Inflrument, as he did upon Eliſha, to Succeed him in that 


Work and Service. 
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The Teſtimony of Robert Arch. 


openly vilifyed and reproached that Servant of the Lord, F.S. or have: 
had any hand in the hindring of him in his.bearing a faithful Teſtimo- 
ny to the Truth, of which he was an Able Miniſter, in publiſhing the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, and have endeavoured to the utmoſt of your Power, to ſtop and 
hinder him in his Declaration and Travel amongſt the People of God, by 
evil Surmiſings and falſe Reports and Accufations, have raifed a Prejudice in 
the Heats of People againſt him, without any juſt Cauſe on his part given, 
that ] know of. Conſider, O Friends, What is the Cauſe that ye have ſo 
done ? Have ye known him to be a Man of an ill Life, or a bad Converſation ? 
Or hath he committed any Evil, or- Sinned or Tranſgreſled againſt God, his 
Truth or People, that ye have fo hated him ? Or hath he been one that hath 
Preached any Falſe Doctrine, or held any Principles contrary to Truth ? Or 
did he bring in any Janovarions amongſt the People of God, or build again 
any of thoſe things that he hath by Il1s Miniſtry Celtzxoyed in others ? If he 
hath done none of thoſe things, nor committed 2ny Perſonal Treſpaſs againſt: 
you, as ſome of you have confeſſed, whar then was the cauſe of your Envy and. 
hating of him? Was it becauſe be would not bow Gown, nor Worſhip _= 
| other: 


Fran unto all you do I write, who have in any meaſure fecretly or 
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( 24.) 
other God than the God of 1ſrael ? Oc was it becauſe h2 would not ſubmit to 
ſome Outward Orders, Preſeriptions, oc Ru/es preſcribed by Fall'a Man ? IF 
this b: the Cauſe, then do not you Condem 1 your ſelves in Judging of him ? 
For what People in this latter Age have iaboured and Travell-4 more 


Than ſome of you have done, to bring People our of the Prattice an4 Obſ-r- 


vation of Outward Thins, which they called, The Ordinances of Chriſt, ſom: 
of which the Saints in Tims paſt did P:actice, and perform tor a Tim?, as 
the Scripture maketh mention, and aiſo from the many Forms, Decrees and 
Orders that the Profeſlors have been jangling about, and Perſecuiing one ano- 
ther, counting it all but Dung and Dcoſs in compariſon ofthe Grac: of God, 
or Light of Chriſt, which was held forth to be ſufficient to lea4 u.to Salvati- 
on: andin the Light we were directed to w.ic upon God to «now his Mind 
and Will, to act and do in Outward Things as God ſhould dire us by nis 
Good Spirit. And have you not look'c upon all thoſe Outward Orders, Pre- 
ſeriptions and Ordinances, as the Outward Court of the Temple that was given 
unto the Gentiles to tread under Foot. : and yet now after all cheſe large De- 
clara.ions and Teſtimonies againſt thoſe Oxrward Thinzs, for you to icons 
rage the Sztting up ſuch Things ; and not only ſo, but tv Judge and Con- 
demn others for not Conforming unto your O«tward Orders, C-:nſuring 
Friends out of V»:ty that do not p.actice them, which is the greateſt Pe- 
nalty that you can inflict, for want of Outward Power : as if the Saiats Uni- 
ty ſtood in the Practice and Performance of thoſe Outward Orders. Oh! 
Friends, conſider of theſe Things, and lay it to heart ; for ehis is not doing 
4: you would have others do unto you: and do not think that the S.ints Unity 
ſtands in thoſe Things, but 1a the Spiritand Truth. Therefore Friends, I do 
exhort and admoniſh you all to repent of the Evil you have done againit the 
aboveſaiq Servaut of the Lord 7. S. or againit any other of his Faithful 
F-icnds and Brethren ; and beware in time to come, and watch in the Light 
of tie Son of God againſt that Spiric ia you that Luſts to Envy, or to Hate, 
Oppoſe or Perſecute your Brethren : And remember what the Apoſtle Fohr 
ſaid, He that ſaith he is in the Light, and hateth his Brother, © in Darkneſs, 
and walketh in Darkneſs, and knoweth not whether he goeth, becauſe the Dark: 
neſs bath blinded his Eyes. $9 let this be a Warning unto you all, that yuu 
may not 1a time to-came top or hinder any of the the Servants of the Lord in 
tie Work of the Minittry, tnat ſo you may avoid that Szntence of, Go ye Cur- 
ſed : and which will be the Porcion of all thoſe that are found ſmiting their 
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Leonard Coal's Teſtimony. 


\ Ear John Story, whom the Lord made an Inſtrum2nt in his Hand, and 

Ai'd wic! owenty Treaſure, and gave him his Word co D-clare, 

wc he ofcen did, in the Counſel and Wiſdom received of God, 

diſp-aſiag it aright to :h2 Capacities and Uadecttandings of che Hearers, for 

the opening thereof, and did reach to Gods Witneſs in many : he was well 

known to m2, and I had (through the Goodneſs of the Lord ) opportuai- 

ty to accompany himof late 12 ſome of his Travels; in waict ume, and ever 

ſince 1 knew him, which was about twenty years, -h2 always betav'd himſelf 
as a Patiern of Rightzouſneſs, waich anſwered the Govd an Jl. 

He was always ready to give Advice to the Weak, and lai'truttion to thoſe 
who were enquiring th2 Way to Gods Kingdom, an41rtaroug1 the Operation 
of Gods Spiric, could direct them to diltinguith b:zewezn ch. Im gruacions of 
the Enemics deceitful workiag, and Imagiaa.ioas of cuzir ow. H2:acts, and 
the truz, Mq ioas of Gods Spirit : whic1 Motion [ am fully-pzrſwaded, he 
knew rigit well, ke much deſired and prayed for Qyie.nefs and Uairy in the 
On? Spirit of God, and tiac all F: icads migat know ic, and follow tae Lead- 
ings and Guidance of ic 1n all things :ha: relitz to Gods Worſhip and Service, 
and chart they might not act by Imitation 01 that account : and that P-ople 
might come to know the way to Go.is Kingdom, and walk in it : he often de- 
ſired God to forgive thoſe taac ſpoke evil of him, an1 thar they migit re- 
p2at of th2ic Sla1lerous an4 Lying Reporcs, an4 Falſe Proph:ſi2s of lia. 
An\1 now the Lord haz" taken ain c himſelf, out of the reach of them all : 
he is gon2 t9 hi3 Reſt, wazre no Sorrow nor Tears are, I am full periwad-4 : 
And it is my earne't D-ſt:e, that tae Lord would be pleaſed to raiſz. up 
more ſuch Inſtrum:nts for his owa Work and Szrvice, as it pkaſeri 
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( 26 
ed with him ; and our long Impriſonment in the heat of Perſc.cuticn of Fries. /; 
in Reaains, he came ſeveral times to Viſit us in Priſon, and many pretions 
opportunities we had wich him 1n Priſon, 2nd were thereby wuch comforted 
and ſtrengthened in our Suffering condition, and many Hearts were tendered 
and ſweeily conſolated, at that time, in a real ſenſe of the living preſence of 
the Lord God, which was with us ; and ſome that came into the Priſon were 
Convinced of the Truth ; fince which he hath 9ften Vilited vs in our Meet- 
angs ; alſo T have from time to time been in his company, both in Publick and 
Private, and taken-many ferious Obſervations of his D-portment, which hath 
been Grave and as a Servant of Chrift ; yea, ic was ſuch, that from the'firſt to 
to the laſt time I ſaw him ( which was not many Months ſince ) I never had 
acquaintance with any that exceeded him in a goad Life and Converſation : 
And the Lord endued him wi-h a Gift beyond many in declaring the T:uth, 
and many were Convinced and turned to God by him ; He had a divine Un- 
derſtanding given him, to divide the Word aright, he was able and ready to 
inform Pcoples Underſtandings, to give Counſel and good Advice to S:7's 
Travellors, who were at any tline in a bewildred condition, whereby many 
were often relieved and comforted, that have been in trouble under the temp- 
tations of the Enemy of mans Peace, He was of a loving kind Temper to all, 
and his Company was very comfortable-to me, when Trials and Sufferings 
have atte 1ded Friends, upon any account, for a Teſtimony to the Truth, he 
hath be:n an Encourager and Strengthener to many therein : and I never knew 
him to. ſpeak flightingly, or account it an Indifferent thing to be faithful to 
God in that reſpe&t, or in any o0.her good Work and Service, wherein we 
might ſerve the Lord and one another ; but frequently exhorted and counſel- 
ied Friends, to be Zzalous and Dilligent in watring upon the Lord to know and 
anſwer his Requirings, both by Doing, Suffering, and bearing Teſtimony for 
his Name and Truth upon Earth, that fo they might Honour the Lord, and 


come to reſt inPeacc for ever. 
And notwithſtanding he met with many Exerciſes and Treubles among. 


men, yet the Lord was pleaſed to give him mueh Patience, and when he kath 
b:en gri-vedand abuſed by any, he manifeſted much of a Spirit of Forgive- 
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 12$ ad Longfoffering towards his Oppoſcrs, not rendring Even for Evil. 


L have ofcen heard him ſpeak much in Commendation of many Antient 
Srethren which are Deceaſed, whom the Lord raiſed up to Preach and Publiſh 
the Everlaſting Goſpel in. the beginning, and how pretious and acceptable the 
Viſitation ef the Lord,was ro many that were in Diſtreſs and Mourned in folt- 
tary Piaces, for want. of the Saving Knowledge of God, which is Life to the 
Soul. . 

And.in a gedly Carc for th? Honour and Propagation. of Truth, and the 
504 of: Soutes,. | know he was often very deeply concerned and bowed itt 
pirit ; and was a man of Sorrows, often with much fervent Zeal praying for 


the Profycrity of the Lords Work, and: that. all that which was of a _ 
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ful nature might b2 utterly deſtroyed frum [90 che Lords People, ani that 
Love uufcigned wich the increaſe of Rightcouſneſs, which brings everlaſting 
Peace might abound amongſt us; For this was his ſoul often ia ſupplication 
and Prayers unto the Lord God, both in Pablick and Private amongit Frienas, 
Oh ! What ſhall I fay, for my heart is filled at this time, and ofcea tendred 
in the remembrance of the Lords Love, and thoſe ſweet and ſcaſonable Op- 
portunities which [ tave had with this my dear Friend, in which I have often 
admired the goodneſs of God, who afforded us ſuch good Opportunities 
wherein my heart hath many times becn overcome and rejoyced, in a ſenſe 
of the feeling of the dillolving and tendering Power and living Preſence of the 
Lord God, who afliſted him with his heavenly wiſdom and itrength, and the 
teſtimony of Truth often opened through him, reaching and extending uats 
many ſtates and condi.jons, even as the {till Sowres that deſcended upon the 
tender GraſSin its due ſeaſon ; for which my Soul hath bleſſed the Lord on 
his behalf many a ſcaſon, and which was and is the only ground and cauſe of 
my Love to bim and all che Lords faithful Servants, whom I cannot bur truly 
eſteem for the Truths ſake, and account worthy of double Honour ; and 1 
have often thought, that if we ſhould not truly love and eſteem of ſuch in the 
Truth, it might be juſt with the Lord to let us know the want of them, and to 
Suffer a Famine of the Word and a Cloud of Ignorance and Darkneſs again to 
overſpread the Earth, which I defire the Lord may in his Mercy prevent, and 
that more faithful Inſtruments and living Witneſles for his bleſſed Name and 
Truti, in the room and ſtead of them that are gone to their Reſt, may yet be 
raiſed up, and that many may yet be gatheredunto God, for the Comfort and 
Encouragement of the Lords People, in this Age and the Ages to come. 

Muci more 1 might fay concerning this faithful Servant of God, according to 
my knowledge, but herein I have ſatisfaction, believing he is now at Reſt, and 
out of all his Troubles and Exerciſes which in this world he had his ſhare of, 
and through Death hath obtained a Crown and Kingdom that is Everlaſting, 
oo all Tears are wiped away, and Sorrow and Sighing comes to an 
End. 

Oh that we wno are left behind may not content our ſelves that this our 


| dear Friend live well, and is entered into everlaſting felicity, but may follow 


the Example of this andall the reſt of our dear Brechren which are gon before, 
in all faictfulneſs and eircumſpett walking, ſerving the Lord in ſincerity and 
holy Converſation, keeping to th? Word of his Grace and Truth, through 
which we may overcome all Torruptions, receive and poſſeſs the Recompence 
of endleſs Peace, Joy and Happineſs when time in this fading World cories ro 
anend ; that God over all may be glorified, who alone is worthy to be F.ared 
and Praifed for eyer and evermore. | 


Reading, the 15th. of the 8. © 
10th. Month, 8581. 
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Leonard Keep's Teſtimony. 


Ince T heard there wonld be ſomething Printed concerning our dear 
Friend 7. S. it was with me this 15th. of the 12th. Month 1682, to give 
in this ſhort Teſtimony concerning him. He was a Mean of Peace and 

inſtrumental in the Hand of the Lord for the turning many to Righteouſneſs : 
he deſired the good of all People, and I believe is now entered inio Reſt and 
Peace with the Loed, where all Tears will be wiped away, and Longſuffering 
come to an end, notwithſtanding Blindneſs hath happned to many in this Age, 
that they could not ſee him to be ſo by reaſon of the Enmity and_ Prejudice 
that have entred their minds,more through the Inſtigation I belicfe of others, 
than from any deportment that appeared by him. L have been in his Com- 
pany of.en both in Meetings and out of Mcetings, and am an Eye and Ear- 
witneſs of what is here writ, I have often heard him put a more favourable 
Conſtruction upon his Oppoſers actions, than 1 believe they could pur them- 
ſelves. I have heard him openly oppoſed and charged falſly, and when he hath 
called for Proof of what hath been 1aid, there hath nothing been made appear, 
bur at the laſt ſhifc have referred Friends to the 44 Articles of London. AM. C. 
may remember this : And I have heard him ſpoke over, when he hath had a 
concern to the Meeting ( and had begun to ſpeak firſt, as many may remem- 
ber ) which { muſt needs ſay was not practiſed amongſt us in the beginning, 
nor was it ſo in the Primitive times, for then al mighr ſpeak one by one, that 
had any thing uponthcm as a concern to the People : but theſe things hath 
happened amongſt us 1n theſe Jatter times, fince ſome have been apt to pin 
their Faith on other folks Sleeves, and then may ſpeak words as they would 
have them; or elſe their own, and it hath been ſaid it is the Word cf the 
Lord, when time hath manifeſted jt to be otherwiſe. So many are kindling 
a fire of their ewn, and warming themſelves by the ſparks thereof, whoſe Por- 
tion will be ſach as they kad formerly that were ſo doing, unleſs they repent, 
they muſt Iye down in ſozrow. God Almighty, if it be thy will, give to al} 
that have been Oppcſzrs of him, a ſight of what they have been and are yet x 
doing, that ſo they may ſay as it was once ſaid, Let the teme pat be ſufficient, 
and that for time ts come they may do ſo no more, And whatever aby may think 
I have nothing but good will to all men. | 
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Thomas Curtis's Teſtimony, who at ſome tim? was his Companion 
in hu Travels. | 


S jt was ſaid by David concerning Jonathan after his Death, ſo can I 

ia Truth ſay touching my antient Friend and- Brother in the Truth, 

Fobn Story : Viz. Very pleaſant haſt thou been unto me , anc dear John, 

although thy Body be turned to the Duſt, yet thy Name liverth row thou art 
dead, and the memorial of thy Faithfulneſs remams amongſt thy Br:thren ; 
thy Portion is with the Righteous, who ſhall be had in Everlaſting Remem- 
brance, and ſhall continue ( as an everlaſting Foundatioa ) time ſhall dcclare 
the Meeknels of thy Nature, aud that Gentleneſs that was in thee towards 
the Flock of God ; for in the Lamb-like Nature didft thou come amonzlt us, 
and as a Lamb among Wolves, ſo was thy Carriage : Wiſdom went before thee, 
and UVnderſlanding was thy Guide : So that when firſt I ſaw thy Face, thou 
walt to me a Meſſenger of God, and though thou met with many under va- 
rious Forms, oppoſing each other, yet how carefully Cidſt thou inſtruct them, 
and with great diligence helped th.ir Weakneſs ; and ſuch was thy Cartiage 
after a ſw2<t manner, that I ſoon ſaw a Door ef Hope opened by the Lord for 
the Relicf of many : and although thou waſt but a Lad, becauſe of thy tender 
Years, yet ſuch Gravity did appear 1n thee, as made both Old and Toxrg to 
love thee; and thy Teſtimony was not from Man, neither waſt thou ſent by 
any Born after the Fleſh, but thy Teſtimony was from Heaven, an4 it did ac- 
compliſhthe Work that the Lord ſenc thee for ; and thy DoCttrine dropt as 
the Dew upon the Tendcr-hearted : and ſurely the Spirit of the Lord was up- 
on thee, and the Meek and Quiet Spirit was in thee, which ever was, and ſtill 
is of great price with the Lord ; and thou didſt Preach the Glad-tyding of . 
Salvation unto many that were far from the Aimighty, bearing a Fai:nful 
Teſtimony unto Chriſt Jeſus; the true Light, that inwardly enlightens every 
Man, and to the Word nigh in the Heart and 12 the Mouth, to the Anoiuting 
within, and ( unto the univerſality of th:t Grace which brings Salvation ) 
of its Appearing to all Mankind, and to the Manifeftation of the gpiric of 
Truth thar is is given vnto all to profic with; labourtog to v!:deceive all,and to: 
bring fiom the Ozrſide Forms, Bezgerly Elements, Traditions, Rudiments, and 
Inventions of Men ( wherein many had been kept in Bondag2 ) to Chriſt Te- 
ſus, the Living Way, thc Truth and FI ire, the trne Shepiecd and Biſhop of 
the Sonl, in his Light to wait for Counſel and Direct:ons, in all things to be 
Led, Guided and Govecrned by him alone, who was, and 1s the Lawpiver, 
and unto waom all Power 1n Heaven and Earth is committed, waoſe Kingdom 
| IS 
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15 not of chis World, who alone hath power over the Conſcience, and over 
the Inward Man; this is his Glory, which he never did, nor never will give 
unto another, andiin this thou waſt a Faithful Meſſenger and Mniſter, tnrni ng 
many from Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power of Satan unto God ; and 
ſo taught many the way through Judgment unto Life, that their Hearts did 
burn within them, waiPſt in their Hearts they did learn Righteouſneſs, which 
made many to confeſs, to the Glory of God, That thou waſt ſent of God, to 
ſhew the way unto the Reft that God had prepared for the Upright Hearted, And 
cruly ſuch a Power went with thee, that not I alone, but many of the Land 
came to hear the joyful Sound, and were turned to the true Light, and the 
God of Heaven was with thee, and a true Ambaſladour of Chriſt J.ſaus waſt 
thou, beſeeching Men to be reconciled unto the Lord; alluring of us, That 
God had ſent his Son to Redeem our Souls, by chan;inz of our Natures, and to 
bleſs us, by turning every one of us from our Evil Doings. And having a Con=- 
vincing Miniſtry committed to thee of God, thou became an Inſtrument in 
his hand to the opening of our Underſtandings, and to the building us up in 
the Living Faith, which made us bleſs the Lord for thy coming in his Name ; 
and for the Change that in due tim? was wrought in us ; and God gave us a 
Witneſs in our own Boſomes, That thou waſt an Apoſtle of the True and 
Heavenly Profeſſion, and that thou, by the aſſiſtance of the Power of God accom- 
panying thee, diretted our Feet mnto the Way of Peace. For which, my Soul, 
Praiſe thou the Lord, and all that is within me ſhall bleſs hs Name, with many 
more, who can ſet to their Scals, that thou waſt an Inſtrument in the hand of 
God, of their Converſion, anda Man through whom the Way of Life was 
demonſtrated amongſt us) and many became Witneſſes, That the Earth was 
rent aſunder, and the Stout-hearted bowed, and the Strong did fall before thee; 
Thou valluzdſt neither Ricies nor Glory, neither did any of thoſe Things 
overiake thee ; but as an Armed Man, and a Champion indeed, thy Warefare 
was againſt Spiritual Wickedneſs, and thy Travel was, That the Ax of God 
might be laid to the Root of the Corrupt Tree, that no untimely Fruit might grow 
amongſt us ; and thou ſought not tae Tccaſures of the Earth, nor to be great 
amongſt thy Brethren, but co do the Will of thy Miſter was thy delight, 
thou waſt a true Traveller in thy D.iy, and thy Journying was much on foot. 
( ſeveral years ) the Rain abſtrutted thee no: 112 the Morning, neither could 
the Scorcning Surat Nocn-day hinder thy Progreſs ( for thy Feet were ſhod 
with the Preparation of the Goſpel ) anda true Traveller waſt thou in the 
Work of the Lord, fo: thy Bow did abide in its full Scrength, and the Oppo- 
ſ:rs were made t9 fall, and tlie Wicked fled before thee, thou didſt not turn 
thy Bick, bu: oftea encountercedſt Gainſiyers on many Occaſions, an4 never 
waſt worlſted, (as ever I could hear) in any of thy Aſſaults; for thou was 
not only experienced in tne Work thou undertookit, but very well read in 
that excell :n. Books the Holy Scriptures ) anJanaptneſs was in thee to per- 
C:v2 the Weakneſs ofthy Oppaſers, and haying gotten hold of thy _ 
aries, 


(31) 
fary, no Flattery coutd prevail, nor Inchantment pervert thee, natil then 
made him confeſs unto the Truth, for the-God of the whole Earth was with - 
thee, and the Slain of the Lord were many ; and ſuch Divine Counſel did at- 
tend thy Habitation, that no Profeſſion was able, in Truth to withſtand thy 
Teſtimony ;z and thou waſt plentifully endued with the Spirit of the Lord, 
whereby thou appearedlt as his Battile- Ax, and the Stroak thereof made the 
Rocks give way, and the Mountain; cleft in funder, inſomuch as the Wiſdem 
of the Wiſe-men failed them, and the Counkl of the Prudent was not found 
among(t them, for their Learning could not hide them, nor the Logiciaen's 
Subtilty could not preſerve them, but over all theic Baits thou trampled'ſt, and 
many times caught tizem in their own Snare: and all this Conqueſt was not 
gotten by Outward Bow or Spear, but by the Spirit of the Living_God ; and 
to. ſpeak the truch of thee, 1r was thy Meat and thy Drink to ds the Will of thy 
Aafler ; thy Care was great in viſiting the Mountains, where many the Sheep 
of Gods Paſture were ſcatcered, and woat _— with the Power of Dark- 
neſs thou hadſt, to recover the Loſt Sheep of the Houſe of /frael ; the 
North can tell the deep Exerciſes of that Day, and the continual Burthen that 
was then with thee to viſit the Dark Corners that were- full of Cruelty , 
and what baſte thou made then then to viſit the Steeplz-houſe ,, forget= 
ting thy ordinary Food, until thy Maſter Chriſt Jefus his Work was ac- 
compliſhed. But O the hardſhip that ſometimes thou met with : Were not 
the Cud7els ſomeiimes laid on about thy Head by Ungodly Men ? And did 
not they in great fury daſh thee in the face with their Clouted Shoes until the 
Blood hath guſhed out ofthy Mouth in a large meaſure ? Doub:leſs ſuch like 
Treatment thau haſt imbraced, that the Oppreſſed might be recovered, and 
the Priſoner brought out of the horrible Pic, in which there was ng Water : 
and thy L2gs did not fait thee in this Travel, becauſe the Lord was with thee, 
neither did thy Strength depart from thee, b<cauſe the Bread from Heaven was 
thy Delignt, and uften Honey out of the Rock did the Lord beſtow on thee :: 
Spriags can tell the Joy they ofcen adminiſtred. and the Comfort that they 
often beſtowed on thee in that Day, when the Bowels of the Earth feemed to 
be ſhut up, and all other Outward Comforts departed from thee, and this 
from one Week to another was thy Travel, ſo that the North ſounls out thy 
Praiſe, and the Weſt do tell of the2 ; many in the Soxtn beſides my ſ:If can- 
not bu: rejoyce in the Lord, and be glad that God prepared our Hearts, an4 
made tice as a ſharp Inſtrument in his hand, to daſh alt our Formal Profeſſi:ns 
to pieces, that tne Broken -hearted might be bound up, and that we might 
be created anew unto his Glory : and when we com? truly to know the 
Lord, and to help to fill up tne Meaſures of the Suffertngs of our Lord Jeſus. 
Chriſt, that was benind for vs to fill up, and were Priſoners for Conſctznce. 
fake; what Care was upon thee in that Day, that wwe might be Viſtced ; And, 
Oh ! the pretious Opportunities and often Viſiations that then thou gave us ,. 


Feax did not ſurpriſe thee, nor the Priſon dannt thee, from. adminiſtring to us 
| the: 


CI | 
the Comforts of the Holy Ghoſt, for we wzrethe Priſoners of the Lord, and 
the wrath of mn was turn:d upon us, but thou comforted'ſt our hearts wich 
this teſtimony ( agreable to our one Faith ) that the Wrath of Man would turn 
| to the Praiſe of God, and the reſt God would reſtrain : Thy ma ny Viſitations are 
| not forgotten, although chy Silver Cocd be iooſed and thy Gallen -Boule be 

broken, neicaer art cnou out of our Rem?myrance, although thou act De- 
| parted from us, and ihough many have a great lols, yet my loſs is far greater, 
| becauſe of my often Journying wich thee, being in ſuch my Travels,a pzrtaker 
| with thee ofthe Breſts of Conſolation, andofthe Milx of che Word of Life: 
| Thou waſt not willing to eat tity Morſel alonz, buc that others might pzr- 
| 
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take of the ſame Tabic, an4 com: to the Iajoymzat of che Feaft of Fac things 

and though ſom.imes I hav: m2t with hard ſp2eches, and been R2ndered as a 

dark Spirit,and gon: under many Reproaches,and my wayes endeavoured to be 

hedged up, ( as 1a /relard and ſome other parts ) and called to an account a- 

bour.hy deportmea:, b.cauſe of matters laid io thy Charge, yet proviag them 

falſe, the Reporters hive confeſſed ( and ro thz Glory of the Lord ) that thou 

waſt not th: m1 : Ba: taou art aſcended abgv2 che ſtrife of Tongu2s, and we 

| may com2 to The, bur taou ſhalt nzver return to us: yet D iys (hill ſpeak of 
| the loſs of ſuch a Pcophec, becauſe, pretious inthe Sizht of the Lord is the death 
of his Saints ; and now 1a thy latter day waen, thou haſt ſpent thy ſtrength in 
theS:rvice of the L2rd, notwicaſt inding great w2akneſs of Boly was upon 
| thee, yet thou plaiitcd, a Vineyard, and then eat of the Fruir, thou feedeſt che 
Þ | Flock, andeat of rhe Milk thereof, at waic1 ſome were aagry, and eicher 
| knew n2t,or willingly forgot thy form-r Travels for the G ſpel-ſake, when 
thou ſpared no: thy Ficſh, aad ſum2tim2s thy Blood to ſhzw them that were 

| diſtcelled, the way to the Kinglom , yt how evilly have ſome ſpoken of thee, 
| as if thou wrt negligeit in the Lord's ſervice, when to the u.mIſt choa did, 
| what thou waſt able, and when thy Legg3 wou!d not perform the ſervice of 
thy mia4, chou then Rode up and down according to thin? ahility that then 
| was giventh2e; and w? ofcen looked for thy cnang2, many years before thy 
D-parcure, but whac hard hap had tne Propacc to be A Fool, att the Spiritu- 

al maa to bz mid.to P:opneſie in the Nam 2 of the Lord, that r-2u 'Fohn Stor 

ſhould that year dye when neither d1i1 the Lord ſend him, now his Prop'ieſſs 
came to paſs but tne God of Heavn made manifeſt his kindn2ſ3 to thee, kept 
thec alive beyon:l many of our exp:ctatio1s, and made the fooliſh Proper to 
coaf:\5 (as Thu: b-ellifo.medicoths purple) that it was an [mazination of 
his own brain, at the Vord of the L5rd Ad thus his Words became 1isBurthen 
in his Lif- ti'n2; aad [22187 ne 18 alſo gone folthe Ecrch, we muſt leave 1im- to 
the Lord; aad this IT mentioned th >rather,bteauſe | was an Rycand EarWitnel; of 
th: D:cl:ratio. of that f:/fe Prophejie : But Oh! the weikneſs of Body that 
ten appeacelin thee, thou d.dit nor mach coarrovert with him, bat ſud, r/me 
won'd ſon manife}t it, thy ycers being alm3ſt ar a1 en1 : 21110 commicte4d th2 
cnuſe to Sodt<b: Jugge 07 4!l, for thou walt norftriver,nceithec dil Conrention 
oy | dwell 
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dwell with thee in that matter, but in = Patience thou heardſt his words : 
and as thy Bzginaing was, ſo was thy Ead, ia the Lamb's War, with the 
Lamb's Nature: thou wentelt from the South to the Weſt, taking thy leave 
of thy Friends, and then returned inco the North ; wacre, in the weakncts of 
Body thou vifitedſt the People of the Lord, and having compleated thy 
Maſters Buſineſs, thou encounteredſt with Death, and overcame it, and quiet- 
ly yielded up thy ſ-If into the Arms of the Aim'g ity, lefc the World, and arc 
goile unto god, where, out of the reach of all tay Adverſaries thou art, in 
thac Manlin. caat J-ſus Chrift hath prepared for his People, where no De- 


{troyer jhall ever come. T C 


An ELEGY of 7ohn Stor 
by John Raunce. | 


O ut of this World, in which he was Oppreſt, 
H avis ill Uſage met from has Brethren: 
N othine would do with ſome, like wilful Men 
S o ſet themſelves, that they would not believe 
T hat he ſpoke Truth, this did him ſorely grive ; 
O ppreſſing Sorrows did his Body pine, 
R ending his. Soul with Grief from tims to time ; 
Y & in all this the Lord he always found ; 
Yea Help from:God did ſtill to him abound ; 
Tea and Amin his Grace to him was Free 
Tea to the End his Grace hath Saved thee ; 
Tea now he acth poſſeſs Jeruſalem, 
Tea now Chriſt is his only Requiem. 


| N Peace with God he now is gone to Reſt, 


E, 
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More in Remembrance of 
Fohn Story. 


Hy Lot was like Good Prophis gone before, 

With Lamb like Nature thou as they did bear 
= Thefro:»ns of Friends and Enemits much more, 
Whilſt Envy ai of thee ſore things declare : 
Oh happy thou, wh; didſt with Meekneſs then 
Preach Chriſt the Way, the Truth, and Life in all; 
With Holineſs thy Dottrine Sounds ro Men, 
That they might know and live in Gods great Call 


Thy Work ts :one, and thou art now at Reſt, 


Ard all thy Labour in this Worla doth ceaſe : 

The Wiſe in Heart will ſay that thou art Bleſt, 

And pray ts God ſuch Prophets may increaſe, 

With blameleſs Life thou didſt Truth” s Cauſe maintain; 
Azd out of that which might aefile didſt live, | 
As Bleſſed Maz, didſt Holineſs retain, 

And unto God all Honour thou atdſt give. 

T he Lord who doth the Saved People Bleſs, 

He was thy Peace, thy Comfort and thy All, 

Much was the Gift C _ av? thee to poſſeſs, 

Which thou didſt uſe as he to it did Call. 

Mach could Ifay, if 1 to Write were free, 

Of manythings which did attend thy Life, 

But Silence ſhall Apologize for me, 

As cone that loves and lives. above all Strife. 


The 202th. Day of > 
thelaſt Month 7 0 hn Raunce. 


inthe Year 
2082. : 
_ Something, 
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Something added by another Friend, 
of that Antient in [/rael, J. S. 
Deceaſed. | 


N Chriſt that is the Alpha,all in all, 
I] O mega zh? Laſt, from Death to Life doth call. 
H ow Holy, Harmleſs,Sweet then i that Man, 
N ought but 4 Lord give Satisfattion can : 
S ome things both Old aud New they are but vain, 
T ruth *gainſt Tradition well thou daj maintain ; 
O f Innovation thou Prophetich ſav, 
R ules made by Men lajt turned into Lv, 
Yet Truth reſijt”s nenze Church Diviſions grov, 
| Perſecutions flow, 
Hence 3 Goſpel Teachings put 4 top unto. 


LE 


Dee 


Charles Harris his Teſtimony. 


a Preacher of Righteouſneſs in his Day, both in Doctrine and Con- 
verſation, and as ſuch was eſteemed by thouſands for many years : 

yet he went not to his Grave under that Sentence, Viz. Wo ro you when all 
Men ſpeakwcll of you, For he met wich ſuch Exerciſe as Holy Pau! did, from 
ſome that could once have pull'd out their Eyes to Serve him, afterwards be- 
came his Enemies, ſaying, his Speech was Centemprible ,, ſeeking a Proof of 
Chriſt ſpeaking in him : and he had ſome ſhare with that Beloved Diſciple, 
that ſaith in h1s Epiſtle to Gazzz on this wiſe, Viz, 1 wrote unto the Church, 
but Dio:repies, who loveth r9 have the Preheminence amimng them, Receiveth us 
not ypratins azainſt us with malitions Words and not content therewith ; neither 
doth he himſelf Receive the Brethren, and forbiddeth them that would, and caſteth 
them out of the Church ( or deciared out of Unity ) or rhruſt*our of the Congre- 
E 2 gation, 


\ S for Jobs Story, he bore the Countenance of a Man of God, and was 
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gation. T have known him for many years, and never found but that he w: x 
a Man of Pezce : it hath been frequently reported he was a Thth-Payer : Let 
the Reader obſerve, he never ſtood in ſuch a Capacity all his Days, never 
Keeping Houſe, or Occupying any Land ( being asingle Man ) and as to his 
ſudgment concerning 7ythes, it may be ſeen In what follows, under his own 
hand : So whether it be better to. Judge of a Man by his own Words and 
Decds, or by ones own Imaginations called Senſe, let the Charicable Reader 
Judge. 

He has alſo been termed, Of a Dividing Spirit. Let his Epiſtle ſpeak for 
himſelf; ſome ſay his Miniſtry was dead ; which I fay, if they had lived in 
that time that the Diſciple Fohn was led to the Church, 2nd ſaid not muci1 
more, but, Little Children, love one another : it may be they would have faid 
he was Dead and Formal. Tt is to be obſerved F.S, was much ſpent bcforc 
his Departure, heving been a Preacher from his Youth, fo had not ftreng:ih of 
Voice to utter himſelf as formerly, but ſtiil what he ſaid was of this tenden- 
cy, Viz. That if Friends did believe in and wait upon God, in the Manifeſtatio 
of our Lord Chriſt, he would in due time anſwer all the Immortal Longings of 
their Souls, and preſerve them to his Glory and Kingdom, And indeed to them 
that loved him, he was in their Eye the ſame Man to his death that he had 
been all along, fill growing in the ſame Truth. 

And as for the Diviſions that ſprang up both North and South ;* it is well 
known that it was not he that cauſed them : I well retaember how it was 
IWeſtward, till ſome Perſons went that way, and ſtirred up the Pcople into 
Parties; one Day they will feel the Burthen of ir. 

In what follows there are two Qweries propoſed to Friends at Drawell.,, 
with their 4»ſwers. If all would but keep to it accordingly, there would be 
no Strife : and as for that way that is taken by ſome to defame every man, 
by endeavouring to take away his Good Name, both as a Man and Chriſtian, 
that is not Conformable to fome new ſort of Church-Government and Di- 
ſcipline (ſo called) Though for a time they may ſeem to Reign as Kings upon 
Earth, they ſhall dye like Men ; and it ſhall be known 1n the end, that the 
Peace of the Church, and Love to Brethren, is of more value than alt So7nding 
Braſs or Tincling Cymbals, 

So bleſſed are all ſuch true Preachers that look upwards for their Reward 
12 that World that is to come. Amer. C 

a A 


. Asto what follows, if thou canſt believe that Men mean as they ſpeak, 
Read on, if not, ſtay till thou haſt Charity. 
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Two Queſtions propoſed by 7. W. and 7. S. to 
Friends of the Meeting at Drawell; and their 


Antwers, V:z. 
Queſtion I. 


Hether or no,we,and all Gods People ought not to be left, in all Mat- 
ters of Faith and Diſcipline ( fo far as Diſcipline may become 
Matter of Faith) to the Manifeſtation of Gods Spirit and Truth 
in our own Hearts, and to ſpcak and ait therein as we are thereby Inſtrutted and 
Perſwaded, and not otherwiſe ? Eu YL | 
Queſtion II. 


2dly. Since there are Diverſities of Talents and Gifts given by the Spirit of 
God, and received by Men : Whether the Fudgment of Truth it ſelf given forth 
throuch a Part of the Members of Chriſt's Body, can become a Bond upon any 
other Part of the ſaid Body, further than their Underſtandings are illumipeted 


thereby ? 
Anſwer. * 


Tothe firſt Queſtion we ſay, Tea ; and Nay tothe ſecond Queſtion, with 
that true and ſimple Senſe that the Words import, and Friends have bcew 
uſed to underſtand them : but nat to ſtrengthen Prejudiced Spirits, who- 
have made that their Plca for their Separation, and againft Truths Authority 
in our Morthly and Quarterly Meetings ;, nor yet to Jultifie any that are Igno- 
rant, through their own Sloth and Unfaithfulneſs ; or to excuſe them, that 
would not be accounted Weak, but Strong, Wiſe, and as Pillars. 


—_— 


1 he Tudoment of J. W. ana j.S, concerning the Five Heads oa which 
the 4.4 Articles exhibited againſt them, were grounded, which w.s pubs 
lickly read in the Meeting at Drawell, as followeth. 


N the whole Matter, in the Fear and Preſence of the Almighty God: 

we declare, That we do approve of Monthly and Quarterly Meert- 

'275 for the neceſſary Service of the Truth ; {ſo we farther ſay, 

thet as thoſe, or any other Mectings of Friends in Tru: h, ſhall be continued to 
a3. 


{wer thoſe Szrvices; w2 bzlieve, that as it now is, it alſo will become our Du- 
ty to beat Unity with our Brethren in the Services thereof; and that though 
one of us, Viz. 7.1. did condeſcend to Subſcrib? to a Paper, for the EzeCting 
a Womans-Meeting in the Country, to anſwer the ends the Papzr propoſed ; 
which he teſtihes he then did in linglenefs of Heart, for Unity-Sake ; yet ac- 
cording to that inward ſenſe we now hive, there appzars to uz no abſolute ne- 
ceſficy ro continue Womens-Meetinzs, in the Coun:ry diſtin and ſeparate 
from the Mn ; and therefore do Conſcientiouſly forbzar to aſſent or In- 
courage any to lay the Inzents of Marriages before them ; yet that In- 
ward Senſe and Heavenly Uaderſtanding we have received from God, hath, 
3 doth confirm us ia this Judgment, that 'tis not agreeable with the Line 
of 1 cuth, to oppoſe others in the Exerciſe and appointed S-rvice of the ſaid 
Meetings as heretofore, and now are ſertled and agreed upon, who being Con- 
ſcientious therein, are otherwiſe Minded than we? are : anl if any of our 
Words or Actions have had any tendency to oppoſe, &c. which we are not 
Conſcious of, but if we were, would readily confeſs ; and we ſay , the 
Truth in us would readily have condemned ic, even as it now doch ; and if 1: 
ſhall pleaſe the Lord to manifeſt unto us a Service in thoſe Meetings in the 
Country, as well as City, the ſame Integrity towards Go which hath dwelt 
1 us theſe many years paſt,we believe will become a Bond on us to joyn Hand 
and Heart with others our Brethren and Siſters therein ; but till then, our de- 
fires are, that this may not bzcome an Occaſion of traitneſs in Spirit each to- 
ward the other, but that embracing the wholeſome Counſel of the Apoſtl in 
another Caſe, (1F in any thing ye are otherwiſe Minded, wait till God reveal it ) 
we may walk together in that pure undefiled Love of our God, which think- 
eth no Evil. 

2aly. That though many of our Brethren ſee a Service in Recording Con- 
demnations, and leaving them upon. Record to Poſterity : yet from that 
inward Sence and Heavenly Underitanding we have, we ſee no neceſli:y to 
leave them upon Record ro Poſtericy, or retain them when the Sin is blotted 
out and remitted by the Lord, neither to be extended farther than the Of- 
fence is known, nor yet to continue longer than the memory of the Offence 
abideth ; bur if any ſee meet from an inward ſenſe of the Truth in them- 
ſ#lves, io leave ſuch a Teſtimony relating to themſelves to Poſterity, we have 
therewith Unity. That this our ſenſe may be no occaſion of ſtraiineſs of 
Spiric each rowacd the othzr, is the carneſt deſire of our Souls, who deſire 
the Proſnerity of Truth and Peace amongſt all the Churches of God. 

34ly. As to Tyrhes, we Can In truth ſay, 'twas never ſo much as 1n our 
thoughts to ſpeak any words whativever, with the leaſt intent to ſfreng:hen 
any in the Paymznt thereof, nor yet to weaken the Faith of any, having a 
teſtimony ia our hearts, that Tyres as at this Day paid, arc Antichriſtian. 


4thly. 
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4thly., That :5 Groanings, Sighings, Soundings and Singings may pro® 
ceed from Deceitful Spirits, fo alſo we declare, Groanings, Sighings , 


Soundings, and Singing may be the Fruit of the Spirit of the Lord among 


Gods Pcople : ard that as the firſt is diſcouraged, the ſecond ought to be 
incouraged . : and the earneſt Deſire of our ſoul is, that as to theſe 
things, no:hing but the Spirit of Truth and Sound Judgment may appear, 
either to reprove or Incourage ; and though we are accuſed as it we were 
Oppoſers of ſuch Groanings, &c. which the Truth approved, yet God is 
our Witneſs, we know it nor. 

gthly. That though we have becn repreſented as Perſons incou- 
raging Flying 1n time of Perſecution : We ſay, we ar not Conſcious 
to our ſelves of ſo doing : © for we believe thoſe who ſtand not to their 
Teſtimony , but flyes therefrom jn the Day of Pefſecution, may truly 
be counted, eliher weak in Faich, or dcparted from the Faith. 


And t!;us having given our Inward Sence, according to the Uprightneſs 
and Integrity of our Hearts, concerning theſe five General Heads, from 
whence all the 44 Articles do ariſe : We ſhall with this conclude, 
That the God of Heaven is. our Witneſs, our Deſires are to approve our 
{elves Men of Peace, in the Abhorrency of all Fleſhly Liberty and Looſe- 
neſs, to follow after Truth and Righteouſneſs, that the Reign of the Power 
of the Et2rnal God may be over all ; ſo will the Kingdoms of this World be-- 
come the Kingdoms of the Lord and his Chriſt. 


As to the two Qzeſtions anſwered by the Friends and Brethren, met on 
this Occaſion, wen the Fear of the Lord fay, We in the propoſing thereof, 
had not the leaſt thought to obtain your Yea and Nay, wich intent thereby 


to ſtrengthen ſuch who may be accounted our Party, in any thing that is con- 


trary to Truth, nor to incourage Looſeneſs or Bad Spirits, but Confcienti- 
ouſly to remove the Scruples of fome : and further we ſay, we are better ſa- 
tisfied with your Explication therein, then with your bear Tea: and Nay ;. for 
we, as well as you, are ſenſible Apoflates and Bad Spirits, ſeekinga 

Fleſhly Liberty, have made uſe of Arguments deducible from ſuch Princty 


ples of Truth, to oppoſe the Power of God it ſelf, and rhe. Praftice af Gods. 


People in the Power. x 
Zohn S [4 or ys 


fohn: 
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John Story's Epiſtle to Friends in the North, 
n which 1s figmfied his Deſires for true 
Unty and Reconciliation, 


Friends, 
N the Love of God and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which is Holy and Un- 
' changeable for ever, do I Salute you. The Occaſion of my Wri.ing at: 
<A. this time is to let you know, that my Soul hath been deeply exerciſed 
from day to day, in the. inw..rd Confiderations that have been wi:h me for 
ſome time : how the Holy Name of Gad is Blaſpheined, and the Profeſſion of 
his Truth diſhonoured among Unbelizvers, by the Reports that are ſpread 
abroad amongſt them of the Diviſions that are amongſt us, who have in ſcorn 
been called Qzzkers, and alſo for the &uct and havock that. I perceive is at 
this day made amongſt the Heritage'cf God, throvgh this ſecret and ſubtil 
working ofthe Antient Enemy of Mankind, who at this day, as in days paſt, 
hunts to and fro, ſeeking whom he may deſtroy. | 
Now foraſmuch as there hath been great Diſcourſes amongſt Friends touch- 
ing a Separate Spirit and Meeting inthe North ;, meaning thereby, a Spirir 
and Meeting that is Separate-from the Truth, and thar I haye bzen a ſtrength 
to ſuch a Sprrit and Meeting. 1 havethis to fay, that the Searcher of all hearts 
knows I own no ſuch Spirit or Meeting that'is Separate f. om the Truth, nei- 
ther haveIlever been a Setter up or Actor mm any ſuch Meerring ; for though I 
am accuſed, that the Subſcription of my Name to a Paper amongſt others, 
entitules me t9 be a Setter up of a Separate Meeting - yet am not. in my 
Conſcience convinced thitreis any one Word therein which juſtly entit]es me 
to be a Serter up of the Meeting called, a Separate Meetinr. For 
the Paper of Propofals I Signed, was int-nded to Re-uiite that Meeting ; and 
I am perfwaded, all Uaderitanding Men tha: Signed, did ic for that End ; and 
if any thing therein had ſeeme1 to them too ſtrait, why did not they to whom 
it was {ent deſire a loving Diſcourſe about it, that they might have under- 
ſtood our meaning before they had either replycd or ſent ic abroad, in which 
we ſhould have been rea1y to have given our {-nce more fully, which ſeveral 


have alr:ady cone z and cnough I have becn by fume abulively called a Cap- 
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tain; the Lord is my Witneſs, my deſire 2 hath been, nor is, to be 8 
Captain over any, to the Praiſe of the Lord I ſpeak ic; I have learned the 
Truth of our Lord Jeſus berger tnanſo; for I kaow him that is the Captain 
of our Salvation ought to be che alone Leader: of his Peaple : and ihe 
earneſt breathing of my Soul is, chat as for many years paſt [ have approved 
my {elf to the Friends of Tcuch the Lords Servant ; ſo I may to tae cad 
of my days, and char for Cariſt's ſake z, and cherefore can I wi.h boldneſs ap- 
| Gods Wineſs in all Conſciences, whecher an Infinuacion inco the 

reſts. ofany, That lam a S.renta co ſuch a Spiriz and Meeting as aforelaid, 
be not the Work of the Old Enemy. 

Aad fiace 'is ſo, thatl have beea credibly informed, that you who former- 
ly Aiſembled together ia one Meeting to manage: the Qurward Concerns of 
Teuth relating co the Poor, &c. have, for tome time paſt, Allzmbled for 
the aforeſaid Service i two diſtint Mzetings, and that chis is accouared atv 
Occaſion of Stubling to ſome. I have a Concern on my Spiric thus to write 
unto you. 

Firh, I am ſatisfied in my Conſcience from ſafficeat Knowledge or Evi- 
dence, that the Day was, wherein you met together in a Sweet Union 
and Fellowſhip, to manage the Qutward Conceras of Truth relating to 
the Poor, &c. 

Secondly, That ſuch your Union and Fellowſhip had acceptance with the 
Lord, and was owned by nis Preſence among(t you. | 

Thirdly, Thacduring ſuch your Fellowſhip, every one concerned in that 
Service, acted from a ready and willing Mind, according to that. Perſwaſion 
and Manif:ſta.ijon which was given of God, without being Impoſed upon by 
any Man or Men, or endeayouring to Impoſe each on other, contrary to what 
the Lord Evidenced by his Spirit in your Conſciences. 

Fourthly, That though ic was ſo, taat particular Perſons, in perſuance of 
the Countel of divers Auticat and Honourzble Brethren ( ſome of whom are 
fallen aſleep) were choſea for that Service of the Poor, cc. out of the par- 
ticular Meetings held for the Worſhip of God , yet 1 never underſtood that 
any deſigned to exclude any Member or Members of the Church of Chriſt, 
(who had, or mighc have a Concern upon their Spirits ) from Sitting Or 
Acting amongſt them, whilſt any ſuca M:mber or Members ( though not 
caozen ) behaved themſclves Men.of Peace, good Order, and in Unity with 
the Faithful Friends chozen for the Management of the Aﬀairs of the Truth 
relating tothe Poor, &c. in ſuch Meeting , and as iu Chari.y I dare not refle&t 
oa thele Antient Brethren in whoſe Advice for the holdiag ſuch Meetings, 
there ſeems to be room for Cavelling Sperits .to call them Narrow-Spirited, 10 
advifing to thoſe cercain Perſons for thar Service, which ſeems a kind of Lis 
mitation: yer lam alſo ſatisfied that thoſe Antienc Brethren, who -firſt advi- 


{ed roThooke Faichful Brerhcen for the aforeſaid Service, would have endea-- 


vourcd an excluſion of all ſuch (if any ſuch had then been ) who ſhould from 
F 
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time-totimehave appeared as diſorderly Tronblers-of ffrael, and Impoſers 
on Tender Conſciences-. 4 2. Cob. Code 7) s Hh LS Ci ga E 

- Fifthly, That though it hath been reported, that thoſe of you-whor are*by 
ſome called a Separate Meering,have been fo Narrow Spirited, asthatyon wilt 
not- joyn. With the Brethren in-the! aforefaid* Serviee,cctc: tmieſs they will al” 
ſent that others not formerly chozen, may be excluded from atting with you; 
or if they have ought to offer to the Meeting, then to be admitted ro offer the 
ſame, and ſodepart : which Report, as it 1s ſaid, is groundedon #-Papet Syb« 
{cribed by ſeveral of you, and my ſelf, and is by ſome -acconnted the Fowndes 
tion of the aforcſaid Meeting, called the Seprate Meering; yet Y/always hiv 
derſtood that it was not intended by any of-the Subſcribers; to exclude Any 
from Sitting amongſt you, or Joyning with you in the Common- Service of 
Truth. uſually tranſafted amongſt you in the Spirit of Love and Unity, who 'in 
ehe ſame Spirit of Love and Unity would accompany you, and had a Concern 
toadd a helping hand : and this ſenſe I do now ſolemnly deetare- to be niy 
ſenſe, and that at the time I Signed the Paper aforeſaid, it was my ſerice 4 n&« 
ther am |.yet convicted.thar'if the Subſcribers bf the ſaid Paper interpret for 
themſelves ( which of right they have the liberty to do ) there is any. thing 
therein contained which doth oppoſe the ſame ſenſe. 

Now Friends, I have this further to ſay, that I have more than. ordinary 
ground -either to knoxy, or at leaſt believe, that- this my ſenſe ini the aforefaid 
five Particulars, is the real &true State of the Caſe, but'do certainly know,that 
it contains in ſome meaſure, the State of Truth,as-it ought to-have been artong ſt 
you ; and'therefore my Counſel and Exhortation' to you is, laying afide all 
vain fanglings and Repititions of former Things, that have tended to Strife and 
Debate, contrary tothe Truth, ye be Reconciled each unto the-other 'in the 
Lord , ſaying in your Hearts before the Lord, -and:\in his Fear, Zoe rhe 
Time paſt be ſufficient, and-for time tocome Itt us ſtudy Pence, and Aſſemble to- 
gether in the Antient Chriſtian Love, Union and Fellowſhip-which was iimoneff 
ns before the Occaſion or Offences were either given of taktn, and that you Unite 
and Meet together to manage the Outward Concerns of Truth relating to the Poo, 
&c. With this Godly Unanimous Intention of Heart,'that if Ge the future 
any ſtall come in amongſt you, and appear as diſorderly Txoublers of 1/-av!, 
contentious Perſons. in Matters notiapproved by your, atid 'the Afﬀetiiblies of 
Gods People amongſt you,'or Impgſers upon tender Conſtrentes contfary to 
what hath been Received, Believed and Owned by -you and the Aſſemblies 
of Gods People amongſt you, when you and they were preferved-in a ſweet 
Union and Fellowſhip in the Truth ; you then declare-that-ſuch/ Perſons are 
not worthy to {ic among you to act inthe Afﬀairs of 'Fruth, and that: upon 
a ſerious and godly acknowledgment unto this Sound and Certain Fruths 
That all Gods People ought to be left, in all Matters of Faith and Diſcipline;- ſo 
far as the D;ſcipl;ne becomes Mmter of Faith, to the Manifeſt ation 'of Gods Spi- 
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vit & Truth in ther own Hearts,and to [} 32 att therein as they ſhall be there- 
by Inſtrutted and Per ſwaded,and not otherwiſe ; becauſe ſince there are diverſities 
of Talents and Gifts given by the Spirit of God, and received by Men, the Fudg- 
ment of Truth it ſelf given forth through a part of the Members of Chrijts Bodly, 
cannot become a Bond upon any other part of the ſaid Body, further than their Un» 
derſtandings come to be Illuminated thereby, Fn. TEEIR 

This Sound and Certain Trath, unto which I exhort your ſerious and god- 
ly Acknowledgment, I and many,lf nct ail of you do know, was at the Mzcting - 
at Drawell fully alented to, ro be Truth, and that by an Anſwer to two 
Queſtions, wherein it was fally Stated, and rightly Anſwered ; and therefore 
ſinceI am truly ſenfibi2, tha. th2 Cauſe of your Diff-rences hath ſprung from 
that which hath led trum chis Sound and certain Truth ; I may reaſonably 
expect that my Countei tc Re-unite may have place with you. 

Thus itis with me co write uato you, and that che more freely too, becauſe 
there are ſome do appiciiend that I am more capable to Re-unite you, than 
ſome others are, who now may ſee my Endeavours are not wanting, and that 
as I have approved my ſelf a Man of Peace, ſo my Dzſfires are, that the Peace 
of God in the Love and Unity of the Truth, may abound amoneglt you. 

And now Friends, I ſhall leave it to the Righteous God to Judge, whe- 
ther what is now propoſed be not according to the Spirit of Truth, which by 
its appearance in every Member of che Church of Chriſt at this day, is be- 
come the only Lawglver in every ſuch Member in Matters that relare to the 
World to come, for by 1c we are inſtruCted in our Heavenly Duties to God, 
Viz. How to Sacrifice, to Worſhip, and Serve him acceptably by Obzdience 
to all his Requirings; and through the ſame are the Lords People led into 
ſuch Mechods or Outward Practices wherein they are helpful and Szrviceable 
each to other in their Generation, for the Lord alone ought to be ey*d in, 
and beyond Outward Forms, though his Preſence hath been, and ſtill is wi.h 
his People in thoſe Forms he leads into ; and ſo to him let us look, who 
was before all Time and Days of this Fading World, and is the Alpha and 
Omega, the Beginner and Finiſher of the Work of our Redemp.ion, which 
was,and which 15,and which 1s to come, the Almighty, wao alone ough: to be 
minded beyond all viſible Things, and unto him in all our Exerciſes, whe- 
ther Inward or Qutward,my Sonl Cefires we may all be kept, cven in that Spi- 
ritual Appearance of our Lord and Saviour, which is that acceptable Day 
which ſhines in the Inward Man, thronga which God hath made ms, 
amongſt many other of 1s Servants, partaker of that Heavenly Religion 
which is unſpotted : many of you know our B2ginning was in his Hol Spiric 
and Power, throvgh which Death 1s, and ſhall be more fully aboliſhed, and 
Life and Immortalicy brought to Light, in and through which Power. alone 
the Saints have, and ſhall be throughly SanCtifed and Perfet:d for ever ;, 
and through it,are the Heirs of that Eternal labericance and Heavealy Kings. 
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dom which ovtlaſts all Outward Things, and never fadeth away, where all the 

Longings, Earnings, and Defires of the Righteous ſhall be fully Anſwered and 
Satisfied for evermore, with the full Injoyment of that Life and Immortality, 
over which the Second Death hath no Dominion ; and then may it be truly 
aid of ſuch, That they are entred in and do take their Poſſeſſions. Now into 
this Life, in which the Heavenly Brotherhood and Fellowſhip of Saints ſtand, 
the Lord gather you all more and more, that whatever hath appeared in any 
contrary thereto, may by his Word of Life be broken down, ſubdued, and 
riſe no more, that into the Bond of Peace and Union in the Truth ye may be 
again United, and become Co-workers together, as Gods Heavenly Family in 
the Love, even in that Love which thinks no Evil; for the Deſire of my Soul is, 
that ye may be cemented and Eſtablyhed together upon that Everlaſting 
Rock and Foundation which the Gates of Hell and Death can never preyail 
againſt. 

7 ſhall now conclude with thoſe wholeſome words of the Apoſtle, of our 
Lord and Saviour : Put oz therefore as the Eleft of God, Holy and Beloved, 
Bowels of Mercics, Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, Meekneſs, Long-Suffering, 
Forbearing one another : if any Man have a Quarrel againſt any, even as Chriſt 
forgave you, even ſo do ye ;\ and above all theſe Things put on Charity, which 
is the Bond of Perfeltneſs*, and let the Peace of God Rule in your Hearts, to 
the which you are called. Col. 3. 12. So in the Deſire to the Lord God, 
that theſe things may truly be weighed, and have place with you. I reſt, 


Your Servant in the Work 
and Labour of the Goſpel 


Fohn Story. 


POST-SCRIPT © 


ET thi Epiſtle be read in an Aſſembly to be appointed for both 
: Meetings, Viz. that callea Quarterly, and that called Separate, 
in or near Kendal, for my earneſt Defire is, that it ſhould be [0 
Read, becauſe, as Tfaid before, I have a Concern upon my Spirit thus to 
write unto you both ; the things therein Contained I Recommend to Gods 


Witneſs in all your Conſciences, not deſiring to: Impoſe on any ; I know- 
ing this, that where it i awakened, there will be an _— to the Spirit 
Peace and Truth in which *twas wrote; and though ſome have given 
forth their falſe Cenſures, and falſe Propbeſies concerning me, and others 
laid various Temptations before me, which 1look upon to J the Work FA 
The 
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the Common Enemy, that fo T might have Stumbled and Fallen (though 

thoſe in whom it hath ſo —_— may not have an Eye cpen toſeeit | yet 
my Joy and Rejoycing in the Lord is, that they have not yet removed me 
from the hope of the Goſpel, Bleſſed be the Name of God for ever more, for 
to his Praiſe and Glory,and in his Fear(which hitherto hathPreſerved me) 
I ſpeak it, my Cryes the Lord hath heard, and he hath given me a certain 
Kyowledge of his of /- otherwiſe I might have been in great Danger to 
have ſunk into th: Pit of Confuſion, and never riſen more : but his Love 
is unchangeable, his Mercy never fails them that put their Truſt in him ;; 
this by long Experience can Inow Speak ; therefore 1 exhort and intreat 
you all to turn your Minds to his Inward Appearance, through which 
his Love, which « ſtronger than Death, will be ſhed abroad in your 
Hearts, and his Power be felt, which will remove that which hath been 
the Cauſe of your Breach, that you may come again to walk together in 
that Heavenly Charity, through which no former Miſcarriage will be 
remembred, and ſo come to Serve him with one Heart, in that way of 
Life which he hath made known unto us in theſe latter Days : and thus 
ou may finiſh your Courſe with Foy, and leave this World in Peace and 
Jnjoyment of Immortality, and take your Poſſeſſions in that Kjngaom, 
in which the Fulneſs of Foy thas ever ſhall be, is Inherited, and where, 
through the —_ and Aſſurance of the Heavenly Kingdom, the laſt 
Ezxad of che Righteous is Crowned with Honour ; and in that Day the 
many Temptations that have, and do attend Gods People in this Fading 
Life, ſhall ceaſe, and never be again. 


Calne, the laſt of the J. S. 
7th. Month, 1677. 


And at preſent , for a Concluſion, we 
| Thus End. 


Ow asto all ſuch that have,or yet may think todefame us, 
N by ſaying in a proud ſepfhing manner, Theſe are Storians, or 
of Story's Spirit : we know nothing that he either held or 
praCtiſcd ( on a Religious Account) but what was agreeable to 
the Holy Scriptures, and the Teſtimony of Gods Spirit, as re- 


ceived amonglt us in the Beginning, ſo he is gone to his Grave, 
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no Se#-Maſter, but a Followe® of Chriſt : and we never deſire ts 
follow him, nor any Man, but in the Steys and Way of that Stable 
Lin that ſhall outlaſt all N2zw Inventions, and Envious Nick- 
ames.. | _s £7 EN 
And although for a time the multitude of 7/ae! did give their 
Ear-rings, Or Sewel; of Prey to Giddion to make a Golden Ephod 
and ſaid, he ſhould Rule over them ;the Evil Snare and Shame it af. 
terwards brought upon them and him, might be a Warning to 
L-- others. Giddions Beginning was Gloriaus and wonderfull ; but 
WE > when the Hearts of that People began to.tura from the Lord, they 
'N temated Giadion ,& they were ſuffered to be a Snare to one another . 


% 


FINIS. 


ERRATA. 


Page 8, Liae liſt but 2, for of rrouble, read, of the trouble. p. 11.1. 22. f. 
& Friegds, t. all Friends. ÞP-12.1. 16, f. an4 as ſome, r. as ſom 2. 1. 39.f. Op- 
poſers at, Tr. Oppoſecs of or a:. P.13. 1.29. . ammnſt you,T. agiln't you. ÞP- 
19.1. 15. f. are we, T, weare, Þ- 26. 1, 33.f. even r, evil; p. 28.1.1. f. Keep's 
FT. Keyes. aad tne Folio to b: made 23. P- 32, L$3.4% 07e, I. OWN. I. 33. f. now 
r. nor. I. 43. f. chy years, r. the year. 


